Minutes of the Newtown Residents’ Association Meeting,
St Thomas’s Community Lounge, 18 July 2022
Present:
Rhona Carson (Chair), Steve Cosgrove (Minutes), Jane Patterson, Hilary Watson, David Jenkins, Don
McDonald, Kevin Lethbridge, Jan Gould, Graeme Carroll, Joyce Gibson, Marion Leighton, Cr Laurie
Foon
Apologies:
Anna Kemble Welch and Martin Hanley, Sam Somers, Penny Sturgess, Brian Dawson, Paul Eagle
Beginning of a new Financial Year
Rhona pointed out that our membership year runs from July till June, and annual subscriptions are
due any time now. Several people took the opportunity to sign up at the meeting..
Meet the Candidates meetings
We are waiting to see how many candidates there are, and whether we split into separate meetings
for the Mayor, WCC Paekawakawa/Southern Ward and GWRC or try for some combination. We will
probably have a Wednesday in the Salvation Army Hall, but we are waiting to hear from TSA about the
availability of the hall.
Mount Cook Mobilised will probably run a City Council only meeting, as they did last year.
Marion outlined the new Health structure which means there is no DHB election.
Workingmens Bowling Club site, Owen St
Jane outlined progress on plans for community use of the site. A loose grouping of local individuals
and organisations (including our Association) have been meeting as the Owen St Project. The
Sustainability Trust applied to the Nikau Foundation on behalf of the group and were granted $5,000
to fund a facilitator for wider community consultation. People were invited to apply for this role and
Anne Cunningham was appointed. There has been a meeting with WCC Officers to discuss a way
forward, which Jane attended, and the Council are expected to call for expressions of interest from
potential users about the end of July.
Cr Laurie Foon thanked the community for their initiative in progressing this project.
Proposed District Plan
Submissions on the PDP are open until Monday September 12th. This statutory consultation process
is more complex than making the usual submissions to WCC . There is a prescribed form, and
submissions have to be about specific aspects of the plan. There are details on the WCC website. The
written submissions will be evaluated by WCC to make sure they meet the requirements and then
they will go to a panel of commissioners. The hearings will be next year.
WCC passed an amendment to the PDP designed to protect sunlight on Carrara Park and other open
space Parks. We’re not clear how this will work. Cr Laurie Foon was one of the Councillors in favour of
this, and will make further enquiries about the details.
6 August 10.30 am - 1pm there is an information session at Newtown Library.
It is still unclear where the walking catchment changes affect Newtown.

Wellington Water and Fluoridation
It is noted that the dental sector is very concerned that fluoride has been patchy for about six
years. Jan asked about when this would be resolved.
Laurie noted that fluoridation has never been a KPI for Wellington Water.
Marion suggested giving fluoride toothpaste and toothbrushes to all children and there was general
support for this proposal.
Reclamation of Town Belt area
Carol outlined a plan to rejuvenate some tracks on town belt land in Mt Cook, known as Gum Gully near Brooklyn Rd and the boundary with Brooklyn.
Access is from the Berkeley Dallard apartments or from next to the substation.
The ‘Gum Gully Working Group’ are applying for funding from the City Council Open Spaces fund to
buy tools to enable more people to volunteer to work on this.
Laurie recommended liaising with the relevant Council officers before lodging a grant application.
The meeting supported Newtown Residents’ Association being an umbrella organisation for this
application.
https://maps.app.goo.gl/P9BkntZfwwdfmsHZ8
https://goo.gl/maps/cjLLeRaeaBTUvx1v6
Moving WCC Community Housing to a Private Trust
Laurie outlined the background and process of this change. The process will enable Council to develop
more properties.
Newtown Festival followup
Rhona advised that the Newtown Festival team had applied to the Ministry of Culture and Heritage for
funds to compensate people who had been booked for the 2022 Festival and lost income because it
was cancelled. This was successful, after considerable negotiation, and the Festival is now busy paying
a range of people - from artists, to production crew and infrastructure providers. The meeting
attendees congratulated both the Festival team and the Ministry of Culture and Heritage for this
positive outcome.
Planning is underway for the 2023 Festival, in the hope that this will be able to go ahead without
further interruptions.
Don asked whether the Council monitors noise levels at the Festival. Rhona confirmed that they do
and they discuss noise reduction planning with the Festival.
Wellington Heritage Week, 24th October- 6th November
Given the likelihood of change over the next few years, Rhona suggests we manage an event as part of
heritage week to help record more Newtown history.
There was support for arranging a Newtown History tour.
There was discussion of what places could be on a tour, eg designated heritage properties, and others
known to have significant history. It would be good to have permission to take people inside some of
these properties.
This is an example of a significant building: https://www.stuff.co.nz/lifestyle/homed/houses/124371371/character-1880s-villa-for-sale-henry-wright-would-turn-in-hisgrave
Newtown Culture and Community Centre progress
It is hoped that the work will be finished in November but it might be delayed. NCCC has received a
$250,000 Lotto grant towards the theatre equipment - we were one of the groups supporting what
was a successful application.
The meeting ended at 8:54pm

