Minutes of the Newtown Residents’ Association Meeting,
St Thomas’s Community Lounge, 20 June 2022
Present:
Marion Leighton (Chair), Steve Cosgrove (Minutes), Sam Somers, Hilary Watson, David Jenkins, Steve
Dunn, Michelle Wolland, Don McDonald, Kevin Lethbridge, Penny Sturgess,Jan Gould, Graeme Carroll,
Joyce Gibson, Margaret V Fernades, Leonie Walker.
Guests – GWRC Cr Daran Ponter; Alistair Henshaw, PFW.
Apologies:
Brian Dawson, Paul Eagle, Rhona Carson, Warwick Taylor, Anna Kemble Welch and Martin Hanley, Jane
Patterson, Carol Comber, Cr Fleur Fitzsimons, Cr Laurie Foon
Daran Ponter, Chair of GWRC on Let's Get Wellington Moving
A couple of months ago, Daran was asked to meet retailers at the John Street intersection to discuss the
interim cycle lanes. He mentioned LGWM, pointing out the impact of this would be bigger than just
cycleways. In particular, the emphasis is more on the north / south transport spine.
• Housing changes are managed by Council, but LGWM will have very broad impacts, potentially
including the removal of historic buildings at the Adelaide Rd and Riddiford St intersection as it is
hard for mass transit to use that intersection as it stands.
• All four LGWM options have MRT through Newtown. Daran is keen to get this message to the
community. More road space will be required to make room for a MRT route as well as car, bus and
cycle lanes.
• It is likely that Adelaide Rd will become mainly high density residential over the next 30 years
• Geotechnical conditions may well dictate building heights
• There is much discussion about transportation options. Broadly light rail/LRT (300 people per car)
bus/BRT (150) or Bus Priority (105).
• Projected population figures are critical to decisions and these are being developed by stats NZ and
the city council.
• Daran outlined a range of details.
• First LGWM idea was the CBD to the Airport. Population projections suggest that the North / South
spine will be more important. There will also be a rapid transit travelling East/West.
• There is little scope for using more buses than at present.
• Wellington City Council needs to consider a 'master plan' including amenities.
• It was noted that in a major disaster the MRT system would be used by emergency services

Alistair Henshaw – Predator Free Wellington, on moving into Newtown more intensively. Project
started in Miramar with great co-operation from local people.
Miramar is close to eradication
Southern suburbs are next.
• They need about 7000-10,000 'permissions' to place very safe bait stations to target rats and
mustolid eradication. See https://www.pfw.org.nz
• Alistair outlined safety features of the bait stations to prevent accidental poisoning of pets.
• The campaign has moved west from Miramar, and is now ready to move to Newtown.
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TrapNZ is used by individuals and Predator Free to record success. This doesn’t monitor rats
poisoned, but is still a good record.
When an area has been cleared, ongoing trapping and monitoring is necessary.
Landlords tend to like their tenants participating.
The bait is an anticoagulant and causes bleeding which leads to death. While some people think
this may be inhumane, it was pointed out that bleeding to death is not considered a painful way to
die in the palliative care of humans (Palliative care specialist doctor present)
0800 norats is the PFW phone number.

Hilary Watson on the release of the District Plan
• The Proposed District Plan will be voted on by the WCC Pūroro Āmua/ Planning and Environment
Committee on June 23rd. This meeting is a final opportunity for Councillors to make amendments to
the plan before it is notified.
• When it's approved the proposed plan will be notified and there will be a period for submissions
between July and September. Hearings will be at a later date - expected to be early next year.
• Hilary outlined the Spatial Plan history ending with a Plan allowing more intensive development than
suggested. Initially the area zoned for intensification was extensive and after feedback, the council
staff recommended reducing it. However, councillors voted to return it to the original plan at their
last vote.
• About 1000 submittors opposed upzoning in the latest draft DP.
• Hilary noted that letters to some Councillors might help, and this would need to be done before
Thursday 23rd June.
There was agreement at the meeting that Newtown Residents' Association continues to support it’s
previous submission and calls on the Council to reinstate the character areas as recommended by Council
officers for inclusion in the Spatial Plan, alongside the additional housing proposed by Anna Kemble Welch
and Martin Hanley. We do support intensification and welcome additional residents to Newtown, but feel
this should be managed and planned along the main spine of the suburb.
We encourage members to write to Councillors individually about this if they wish to.
Steve spoke briefly about the Kainga Ora townhouse development in Coromandel St
Details are available from: Jo Burleigh, the senior stakeholder relationship
manager. https://kaingaora.govt.nz/assets/Developments-and-Programmes/Wellington-developments/124-130Coromandel_Resource-Consent-Dwgs_REV-A_FINAL.pdf

The meeting ended at 8:57pm

