Minutes of the Newtown Residents’ Association Meeting,
Community Lounge, 16 May 2022
Present:
Rhona Carson (Chair), Steve Cosgrove (Minutes), Jane Patterson, Sam Somers, Hilary Watson, David Jenkins,
Steve Dunn, Nicholas Grove, Michelle Wolland, Don McDonald, Kevin Lethbridge, Penny Sturgess, Carol Comber.
Merio Masters - apologies for lateness.
Guest: Kate Collyns from Wellington and Hutt Valley Community Law.
Apologies:
Cr Fleur Fitzsimons, Cr Laurie Foon, Brian Dawson, Jan Gould, Graeme Carroll, Warwick Taylor, Anna Kemble
Welch and Martin Hanley,
In Memory
The meeting took a moment to remember Effie Rankin who passed away in March, aged 94, and will be
farewelled with a service at the Salvation Army on Wednesday 18th May. People shared memories of Effie,
who continued attending Association meetings into her early 90s.
Don noted that Arthur Winther, long time Newtowner, passed away in April. Condolences to Arthur’s daughter
Mandy, who is an Association member.
Thanks for the “Wiggle for Wellbeing” support last Saturday
Rhona thanked members who helped at this free concert in Carrara Park on May14th. Noted that we had a
potential budget of $550 (unspent Neighbours Day funding) for organising a sausage sizzle, but after generous
support from Newtown New World we spent less than $100.
Special thanks to Jared Corston from WCC for running the barbecue all day.
Alcohol Harm Reduction Project
Rhona welcomed Kate Collyns, the community champion at Wellington and Hutt Valley Community Law for the
Alcohol Harm Reduction Project.
Kate outlined the background and current work of the Project. The Community Law Centres nationally have
funding to coordinate responses to liquor licence applications, and they aim to work with communities who
want to stand up for their wellbeing by engaging with the alcohol licensing process to oppose unethical and
predatory businesses from getting alcohol licences.
Kate is interested in considering family and social harm from alcohol, in addition to health issues commonly
raised. These factors can all be raised in a submission.
The presentation was followed by discussion:
• Don asked for an update on the Zoo Bar. Rhona said it appears that they gave up on the application to
renew their licence after repeated objections from concerned locals, including our Association.
• Sam outlined some changes in the rules for a Manager's Certificate.
• Steve Dunn asked whether there was a process for objecting before it was time for the renewal of the
licence. Kate said there was not, and outlined the (antiquated - Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012)
current notification rules.
• It was agreed that, as far as we know, there are no current problems in Newtown. There are some in the
CBD.
• It was noted that a particular site in Constable Street would be good for housing.
• Kate outlined the common interpretation of 'having standing' to object. Living within 1 km of the
premises was common. There are a range of other criteria.
• Kate can help people prepare for a hearing.
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It was noted that the Salvation Army and Police are strong supporters of objectors in Newtown.
There was a discussion about local public drinking. It was noted that this is happening at times, even
though we are in a liquor ban area, but doesn't appear to be causing significant problems at
present. RTDs cause some problems, particularly because of low cost and high caffeine.
Delivered alcohol has become a significant issue. This is not covered in the legislation.
There is talk of reviewing the legislation.
Another suggestion is that Newtown establishments who provide a good environment should be
allowed to open later so young people (over 18) stay in the suburb where they have more support
rather than going to the CBD.

Kate summarised her offer to help anyone who wants to object to a licence application. She can be contacted
through the Residents' Association or Community Law.
The meeting thanked Kate for coming to talk with us.
Other Matters
Police presence in Newtown
Don asked if there is a local police officer. Penny clarified that Sergeant Mike Byrne and Constable Bede
Gugliemoni, based in Kilbirnie, work extensively in Newtown.
Workingmen's Bowling Club Site
Rhona has asked our ward councillors about the status of funding for this site - $1.5 million was agreed by
Councillors at the Feb 3rd meeting but didn’t appear in the draft Annual Plan. They have said they will pursue
getting the funding added to the 2022/2023 WCC Budget.
There was a discussion about the community planning that has been going on since.
Old Caltex Site
The owners (Festival of Praise) have fenced off the area. As far as we know it is still being used for Wakefield
Hospital car parking.
Community Organisation Grants Scheme (COGS)
Carol asked if the Newtown Residents' Association could be involved in supporting Mt Cook Connect to get
funding for a website upgrade.
Rhona suggested that if COGS needed an umbrella agreement for a funding application from MCC this could be
approved by the Executive. Those members present at the meeting agreed.
Nicholas offered Carol some advice about her website issues.
Newtown Cycleway First Impressions
There was a discussion about various aspects of the design.
The next opportunity for discussion with the WCC Cycleway Team is Thursday 19th May 8am till 10.30 (in
Green St).
It was noted that the Council officers have made commitments to remain in contact through the process.
Berhampore Community Centre
Merio Masters arrived from a Shelly Bay meeting
She outlined the operation of the Berhampore Community Centre
This is currently run with a 3 way agreement between Wellington City Council (who provide the funding),
Kainga Ora (who provide the space), and Wellington City Mission (who are the employers). Berhampore
School was the employer but pulled out last year to narrow their focus on the School community. The
agreement with WCM is also coming to an end.
Merio asked if our Association might be able to be a community partner in the Centre.
There was some discussion about the requirements of this role, and possible alternatives. There was no
decision made at this time.
The meeting ended at 9:15pm

