
 
 
 
Minutes of the Newtown Residents' Association Annual General Meeting, followed by the 
September monthly meeting. 21 September 2020 at Newtown Hall 71 Daniell St. 
 
Present: Rhona Carson (Chair), Steve Cosgrove (Minutes), Steve Dunn, Jane Patterson, Leonie Walker, 
Alison Borbely, Kevin Lethbridge, Walter Jobstl, Sam Somers, Carol Comber, Peter Frater, Don McDonald, 
Adaire Hannah, Michelle Wolland, Alan Murray, Daphne Pillar, Keith Powell, Kassie McLuskie, James 
Coyle. Jared Corston (WCC), Cr Fleur Fitzsimons. 
 
Apologies: Mark Johnston, Graeme Carroll, Jan Gould, Mel Short, Seini Talainaivalu, Marion Leighton, 
Martin Hanley, Anna Kemble Welch. 
 
Previous Minutes 
Moved Rhona / Steve: That the 2019 AGM minutes be taken as read, and accepted as a true and accurate 
record.  Carried. 
 
President's Report 
Rhona Carson advised that her report will be available online.  She read key points from the report. 
 
Rhona moved from the Chair that the report be accepted and opened discussion. 
 

• Sam advised that the Residents' Association work keeping the Newtown Market going for the 
weekend of March 20th (when the covid restrictions had just started and crowds were limited to 500 
people) had significant beneficial effect on Newtown and the wider market community. 

• Don noted that there are issues with old parked cars, there are some issues with new toilet locks. 
 
The motion was put and the report was accepted unanimously. 
 
Treasurer's report 
Jane Patterson read some key points from her written report and circulated the financial position statement. 
Jane / Peter  moved that the report be accepted. 
 
 

• Noted that money held for the History Project has still not been spent. This is about $600.  The 
Association will endeavour to spend the money this year. 

• Rhona thanked Jane for her work. 
 
The report was accepted, subject to the History Project being clearly mentioned. 
 
Election of Officers 
Jane/Kevin nominated Rhona Carson for President. There were no other nominations. 
Steve took over the chair, and moved that Rhona's nomination be accepted.  Carried with Acclamation 
 
Rhona resumed the chair for the remainder of the elections. 
No nominations for Treasurer or Secretary 
 
Rhona/Steve D - nominated Jane Patterson for Vice President 
Rhona/Sam - nominated Martin Hanley for Vice President. 
 
Executive members (9 positions available)  
 



Rhona nominated the existing executive members who were available to stand again: Carol Comber, Steve 
Cosgrove, Peter Frater, Sam Somers. 
Peter/Steve D - nominated James Coyle, Rhona/James - nominated Marion Leighton 
 
Moved from the Chair that those nominated be elected unopposed: Carried 
 
The position of Treasurer will remain vacant, with duties shared by Jane, Martin, Rhona. A possible new 
Treasurer might be able to take up the role in 2021. Rhona will continue with the secretarial duties. 
Rhona outlined the role of the Executive.  Noted that the Executive can appoint more members to vacant 
positions betweens AGMs.. 
  
Noted that there are about 600 people on the email newsletter list, but only about half tend to open them. 
 
The AGM part of the meeting finished at 20:15pm 
 
September Association Meeting started at 20:16 
 
Same people present. 
 
Meet the candidates meeting  
Rhona outlined arrangements for this Meeting for the Rongotai Electorate candidates on Thursday 23rd 
September at St Anne’s Hall. 
 Sam will provide plunger coffee and outlined how streaming to Facebook will work. 
 
Jared Corston reported on his position as WCC Newtown Community Liaison Officer 

• Major change was the change in use of Kia Ora Newtown, which no longer open for casual drop in 
contacts. This has enabled Jared to spend more time in the community. He is still available to meet 
by arrangement. 

• Current topics of concern - Antisocial behaviour and Police priority, Littering and the Street Cleaner, 
Empty section Newtown Ave and Daniel Street, pressure of parking (mainly park and ride & hospital 
staff),  Street work, Evelyn is concerned about dumping of garden rubbish, and suggested 
community co-ordination of garden rubbish.   Noted that organic waste collection is being trialed in 
Miramar.  Noted that water coming through the road is a big issue. 

• Jarrad asked us to be vigilant about reporting anything going on.  Fixit requests help! 
 
Spatial Plan 
Cr Fleur Fitzsimons outlined responses from the public meeting at the Newtown Library on Saturday. 
It was suggested that a key objective is to get groups working together. 
The growth number of 80,000 new people expected for Wellington over 30 years was at the high end of a 
scale. 
Noted that there are some groups strongly supporting the current plan who are also well financed. 
Scepticism was expressed about a number aspects of the plan, and Council intentions surrounding it. 
 
Meeting ended at 9:09 
 

	


