Minutes of the Newtown Resident’s Association Meeting,
7.30pm 15th March 2021 at Newtown Hall, 71 Daniell St.
Present: Rhona Carson (Chair) Léonie Walker (Minutes), Sam Somers, Adam Awad, Don McDonald,
Kassie McLuskie, Emily O’Connor, Penny Sturgess, Alison Borbelly, Steve Dunn, Kevin Lethbridge,
Stephen Pritchard, Joyce Gibson, Lee Muir, Jude Bleach, Michelle Wolland, Cr Laurie Foon.
Guests from Greater Wellington Regional Council: Daran Ponter (GWRC Chair), Roger Blakeley (Chair of
the Transport Committee), Thomas Nash (Chair of the Climate Committee) and David Lee (Deputy Chair of
the Transport Committee and Climate Committee).
Apologies: Steve Cosgrove, Jane Patterson, Carol Comber, Warwick Taylor, Mel Short, Cr Fleur
Fitzsimons.
Rhona welcomed everyone to the meeting, and led a moving reflection on the Christchurch massacre on
March 15th 2019.
Transport: The team from the GWRC introduced the Draft Wellington Regional Land Transport Plan 2021
and the Draft Wellington Regional Public Transport Plan, submissions on both of which are open till Friday
March 19th (although if submissions arrive over the weekend they will still be accepted – go to
http://www.gw.govt.nz and follow the links).
The priorities and targets for both plans are to reduce the carbon footprint of Wellington’s transport use,
and to increase the use of public transport and active transport (walking and cycling) in the Wellington
region, by improving access and convenience of alternatives to private car use. Increases in public
transport use (prior to Covid at least), the purchase of more electric busses, the arrival of an electric Ferry,
and the proposal to electrify more of the regional rail network were all offered as evidence of progress in
this area.
Discussion followed. The move to an integrated “snapper” type ticketing option was welcomed, however
questions remained as to the affordability of public transport, the lack of options at weekends and for many
areas outside the central city, and of poor connectivity between services and types of transport.
Acknowledgement was received that the use of private vehicles remains necessary particularly for older or
disabled people, and those needing to transport pets, visit regionally, or access services in parts of the city
less convenient for public transport.
Daran Ponter reported that the GWRC hoped that bus drivers were soon to be paid a living wage, and that
the GWRC was working with employers and unions to improve terms and conditions in order to address the
shortage of drivers.
Residents are encouraged to express concerns or views on transport issues by making submissions on the
plans.
After this discussion the meeting thanked the GWRC visitors for their input, and they then left the meeting.
Newtown roadworks: Many roadworks are in progress across Newtown. Of note, Riddiford Street / Mein
Street to Adelaide Road resurfacing work is planned at night between the 21st and 25th of March (weather
permitting). This will require detours as blocks of the road will be closed on either side as work progresses.

Comment was made about the Council’s choice of chip seal for “low use” streets in Newtown – most
recently, Owen St. Councillor Laurie Foon responded that this method is being used throughout Wellington
because it is cheaper and suitable (both assertions were contested!). Laurie will provide a link to the
technical reports that informed the decision. Rhona suggested we could ask one of the WCC Officers to
speak to this at a future Association meeting.
Feedback was canvassed about the Pop up Parklet ‘Te Atamira a te Iwi’ (part of the Waka Kotahi NZ
Transport Agency/WCC funded project to design four Innovating Streets ‘pilots’ with the community). The
Newtown space - located directly outside Black Coffee, 133 Riddiford Street, has seen music, storytelling
and backgammon, and apart from concerns about its placement next to traffic lights and the road junctions
(due to fumes and perceptions of traffic danger respectively), and to the ill executed wheelchair access to
the space, the pop up was largely positively received.
Neighbours’ Days (20-30th March): The Association is still holding $400 which is available to support a
community activity. Any expressions of interest, please contact Rhona.
Liquor license: Rhona will represent the Association at the hearing on 29th and 30th March regarding the
licensing of the Newtown Zoo Bar, which is under new management. The Association made an objection
to the licence application and asked for it to go to a full hearing to investigate whether the new licensee has
sufficient experience and management expertise to be a suitable holder of this licence – particularly as
there have been long held concerns about how the bar is run, and questions about compliance with the
conditions of the licence.
Māori Ward: Cr Laurie Foon was asked about the proposal to support a Māori seat on the Council, with
the questioner expressing support for this. Laurie explained that the proposal was at the stage of
engagement and consultation with Tangata Whenua prior to wider consultation.
Newtown Garage sale: This event is on Saturday 20th March, 9.30 a.m. onwards. People at the meeting
were asked to contact Rhona if they would like to be put on the list to host a sale.
The Newtown Open Studios event also starts on the 20th, with open studios for 17 artists able to be visited
between 2pm and 7pm Saturday / Sunday, and 5pm to 7pm, Monday.
Newtown Festival - The postponed Newtown Festival is now planned for 11th April.
Library Funding: The meeting concluded with the good news that the decision to cut the Council library
collections funding by 40% had been overturned, with supportive councillors recognising the crucial role the
library plays in the community, especially for the provision of vital resources for minority language users.
The meeting ended at 9.15. Next meeting – Monday 19th April 2021.

