Minutes of the Newtown Residents’ Association Meeting
Monday 15 June 2020 at Newtown Hall, 71 Daniell Street
Present: Rhona Carson (Chair), Steve Cosgrove (Minutes), Mark Johnston, Sam Somers, Steve
Dunn, Merio Marsters, David Wilcock, Carol Comber, Cr Fleur Fitzsimons, David Cook, Elise Ranck,
Marion Leighton, Kevin Lethbridge, Stephen Pritchard.
Apologies: Martin Hanley, Anna Kemble Welch, Laurie Foon
Agenda:
• Update on events and developments in Newtown.
• Wellington City Council submissions https://wellington.govt.nz/have-your-say/consultations
• Meet the Candidates meeting for the Rongotai Electorate
Welcome - Rhona welcomed attendees to the firat in-person meeting since the covid=19 lockdown.,
and initiated a round of introductions to start the meeting.
Meet the Candidates Meeting for the Rongotai Electorate
• Rhona suggested Wednesday 26 August or the following week at St Anne's Hall.
• Sam offered to arrange a public broadcast.
Matter arising from the May meeting:
• The proposal from Newtown Festival during level 3& 2 lockdown to convert parking spaces
outside cafes into customer service areas didn’t happen - getting permission from WCC took
too long. The idea might be revived in Summer.
Biking to Shop
• Mark talked about this promotion to support local businesses - cyclists are encouraged to
bike to do their shopping and then to take a photo and upload it to social media - they might
win a prize!
• Businesses are asked if they can support prizes. The first winner was Marion, and the prize
was a voucher for the French Cancan.
• Facebook Link
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lovelocalbybike?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
Carrara Park playground redevelopment - Steve C updated progress on the park. The
developers continue to make good progress.
• Rhona suggested we could use remaining $400 Neighbours’ Day funding for a reopening
barbeque.
Annual Plan Submission
• Rhona will be making an oral submission at the WCC meeting on the 17th June.
• There was support at the meeting for Council bringing forward public participation on the
Long Term Plan. Options for the Library and water infrastructure were discussed.
Street Name Change
• Lucy Telfar Barnard, who lives in Picton Ave, has written to the Association pointing out that
Picton Ave is named after Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, presumably for his part in
the Battle of Waterloo, since a number of other street names in the Wellesley Block have
Waterloo/Battle themed names. However, Thomas Picton was a sadistic slave-trader, and

continuing to have the street named Picton Ave means memorialising someone who should
not be celebrated. Lucy is consulting with WCC about creating a petition asking for a
change.
•

There was support for the Association assisting with circulating a petition requesting a
change of name for Picton Ave.

Parking in Newtown
• We have made a submission on the WCC Parking Policy, and Rhona will be making an oral
submission to WCC on 25th June.
• Discussion of parking issues. Example of Constable St issues with vehicles parked and left
for weeks on end. Concern about the impact of the new Constable St apartments when the
occupants move in.
• City Council information documents
o Newtown: https://www.transportprojects.org.nz/current/wider-newtown-parking-study/
o Other Wellington transport reports: https://www.transportprojects.org.nz/current/
Fairer Rents for Council Tenants
• Warwick has read the document, noting that the formula for calculating rents is not clear.
• Discussed the proposal to move from a flat rate for rents to a sliding scale. Right now, all
tenants pay rent at a 30% discount from market rates, regardless of their income. The
proposal is to calculate rent based on the combined gross income (before tax) of each
household member aged 18 or over. The rent discount will be based on that income. Those
on lower incomes will receive a rent discount of up to 40% of what they would pay on the
open market. Those on higher incomes will receive a smaller discount or in some cases they
will pay the full market rent for their home, depending on their income.
• Fleur outlined some of the extensive process to get to the current position. The details are in
a variety of places on the Council website. There are a lot of considerations. Changes to the
way of calculating rents is necessary so that WCC can afford the costs associated with being
a housing provider.
• There was a very wide ranging discussion about Kāinga Ora and Wellington City Council
housing. Kāinga Ora tenants pay rents based on a percentage of their income, but this
subsidy isn’t available to WCC. There is ongoing advocacy from WCC to the Government,
trying to get the same subsidy applied to WCC Housing.
• Merio Marsters (Berhampore Community Centre Coordinator) reported that Centennial Flats,
with an onsite community space, is a model for how to design new housing
blocks. Rolleston Street and Arlington Street developments are based on Centennial.
Wellington Water
• Q & A session at Massey University this weekend.
• The documentary Lords of Water was recommended - https://youtu.be/S3ZcLcey7tM
Meeting finished 20:58

