Minutes of the Newtown Residents’ Association meeting 20 April 2020 - held via Zoom
Present: Rhona Carson (Chair), Steve Cosgrove (Minutes), Warwick Taylor, Peter Frater, Sam
Somers, Marion Leighton. Steve Dunn, Cheryl Robilliard, Daphne Pilaar, Keith Powell, Carol
Comber, Martin Hanley, Jan Gould, Graeme Carroll
Apologies: Jane Patterson, Mark Johnston, Mel Short, Fleur Fitzsimons, Laurie Foon, Jared
Corston
Rhona welcomed everyone to the meeting and discussed video meeting etiquette.
The meeting started with a check-in round, with people saying how they were getting on during the
level 4 lockdown and raising issues of concern. Observation that most of us (at the meeting) are
quite privileged compared to some other parts of the population.
Points raised:
• Concern for vulnerable people around Newtown. Particular concern for welfare of children,
particularly those living in apartments without access to gardens to play in.
• Thanks for the veges! - in reference to Sam’s role in delivering vegetables on behalf of
Newtown market stallholder Moshim Khan.
• Long-term consequences of the experience could be dramatic. eg Distance Learning - Jan, a
correspondence school teacher, noting students participating much less than usual. On the
other hand Steve C, teaching polytech students, has increased workload.
• For some working remotely has created more work, which is a different (and much less
serious) problem to those who have less work.
• People seem more keen to be sustainable when they lose recycling. Noted problem with
manual sorting of recycling is delaying the return of this service.
• Bottles and recycling are being dumped - eg outside the bowling club at the end of Owen St.
Suggestion that glass recycling bins could be positioned outside landfill gates so accessible
to the public - however noted that this would encourage people to travel further than
recommended.
• Performing Artists and Technical crew have lost most of their work until the end of the year.
Performers can do online events to raise a bit of money - not possible for Technicians. The
hospitality industry won’t be able to sponsor events either. This has an impact on Newtown
Festival.
• People are connecting more in some areas, which could be really good going further
forward. Might see greater community connectivity.
• Lockdown is good for a number of things in the environment - far fewer car crashes, people
are exercising, probably eating better without takeaways.
• Blood service is booked up weeks in advance, using the usual number of donors at a
time. People are very keen on using their isolation time to give blood.
Hospital services - Marion reported from her experience as a CCDHB Consultant Physician.
Wellington Hospital is managing well and has mostly been able to continue to provide services as
needed. It is unlikely that visitors will be allowed as usual in level 3. Hospital services have stepped
up visiting people in their homes because that can be safer than bringing people into the hospital.
Students Volunteer Army - Carol has been attending zoom meetings organised by SVA.
• Red Cross, Volunteer Wellington are using https://www.safer.me/self-isolation-support/ app
to get volunteers in touch with people wanting support.

•

Rhona asked about solo parents who might like help with shopping. Carol said this should
work. Can probably by-pass the SVA form by sending an email.

How are children getting on?
• The Newtown Community and Cultural Center Community Youth Workers are looking for
referrals for children who need support.
Water Issues
• There have been some negative reports coming out of the current situation.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/120825350/coronavirus-wellington-councildiscusses-dumping-wastewater-in-cook-strait & https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominionpost/news/120998876/wellington-water-polls-residents-on-dumping-citys-sewer-in-cookstrait
• Repairing and improving the infrastructure for water and wastewater is a priority.
• There is a longstanding difficulty in access to water tanks - either for rainwater collection or
for emergency storage.
• Carol reminded the meeting about community water stations. Eg - in Hanson Street.
Recovery Projects
• Querying whether Wellington City Council is making good use of this time to plan for
recovery.
• The ‘shovel-ready’ list is dominated by big projects. There is space for more small projects.
Community Facilities Development.
• This is all on hold - could have been on the list as a priority project when lockdown ends.
RIP - Chris Renwick
The meeting noted Chris Rennick’s passing. Various members reflected on his extensive
contribution to Newtown and the wider community. This was marked by a minute's silence.
Meeting ended at 9:04

