The President’s Report to the 2019 Annual General Meeting, 16th September 2019
This report outlines the main Association activities since the last AGM in October 2018.
Again we have had a busy and productive year, with a full calendar of meetings and a number
of submissions written in response to WCC consultations and engagements, and other local
issues.
As President I have been the Association’s representative at the monthly Wellington South
Community Network Group meetings, organised in turn by the coordinators at the Newtown
Community and Cultural Centre, the Berhampore Community Centre and the Island Bay
Community Centre. I have also been to meetings of the Newtown Collective, an informal
grouping of Newtown organisations who get together to plan joint activities. This was an
initiative of Ray Tuffin’s when he was the Wellington City Council Newtown Liaison officer, and
has continued with Jared Corston, Ray’s replacement. Other association members have also
attended these meetings at times, and Martin Hanley is part of the collective representing
Newtown Festival. I have enjoyed the closer connections that have been established through
being part of these two groups, and am grateful for the opportunity to be involved.
For us, as for the rest of New Zealand, the tragic events in Christchurch shocked and saddened
us. The Newtown Collective members quickly started discussing how to respond to
demonstrate our support for Muslim members of our community, and were joined by others
with the same idea. The outcome was the Newtown Community Stands Together community
dinner at Newtown School on Thursday March 21st. This was hugely successful, and attended
by about 400+ people. Now that six months have passed another dinner is being planned for
Thursday 24th October.
Unfortunately our own Newtown Neighbours’ Night, which was to have been on March 29th,
had to be cancelled– it was to be on the same night as the memorial service in Christchurch for
those who lost their lives. WCC security officers and the Police asked us to cancel, and we
agreed both as a mark of respect and because of security concerns, as all available Police
resources were deployed to Christchurch.
Monthly Meetings
We have continued with regular monthly meetings on the third Monday of every month, except
for a break in December and January. A brief summary of some meeting highlights:

November 2018, the first meeting post AGM.
• A new addition to the Association Executive was announced. Mark Johnston was
nominated by Steve Cosgrove, seconded by Jane Patterson, and co-opted by the current
executive members, as allowed for in our constitution.
• Sam Wilkie, WCC Project Manager, outlined the Newtown Connections project. Public
consultation on potential routes was about to start.
• Sophie Parsons (WCC Community Partnership Coordinator, who is now known as Pax
Austin) & Corryn Elliott (WCC -working on Constable St toilet upgrade) reported progress
on the upgrade of the local community facilities.
• The meeting passed a vote of congratulations to Annette King, on her appointment as High
Commissioner to Australia.
February 2019
• Alivia Prattas, Communications Advisor to Neighbourhood Support New Zealand (as well
as being a Newtown resident and member of our Association) outlined the role and
function of the Neighbourhood Support organisation.
• Daran Ponter from the Greater Wellington Regional Council answered questions about
progress on electrifying the Wellington bus fleet.
• Peter Frater and Fleur Fitzsimons told us about the proposal for the Berhampore Village
Upgrade Project, as an outcome of the Berhampore response to the Newtown Connections
consultation.
• We discussed planning for the Residents’ Association Newtown Neighbours Night, to be
held on March 29th.
March 2019
• The date was March 18th. The meeting started with a minute’s silence to acknowledge the
Christchurch terror attack. Representatives of a number of Newtown organisations
(including our Association) and members of the Muslim community had met earlier in the
day to start planning for a community dinner to be held at Newtown School on Thursday
21st March– ‘Newtown Community Stands Together’. The meeting approved a
contribution of $500 to this event.
• A vote of thanks and congratulations to Martin, Anna, Rhona, and the hundreds of others
who created a wonderful Newtown Festival was carried with acclamation.
• There was discussion of the difficulty of having the responsibility for the Community
Gardens lease in Carrara Park, without having the income to cover the necessary
insurance. The meeting approved transferring the lease to the Newtown Festival Trust, so
that the gardens could be covered by the public liablility insurance held by the Trust.
• Planning continued for the Newtown Neighbours’ Night (although when the time came,
the event was cancelled at the request of the Police and Wellington City Council because of
the heightened threat level post March 15th).
April 2019
• The meeting discussed the current WCC consultations and engagements and possible
submissions in response
o The Annual Plan 2019-2020
o The Alcohol Control By-law – Kilbirnie and Kelburn
o Planning for Growth
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• Newtown Connections - Potential routes were to put forward in early 2019. This has been
delayed further while the Council investigates options and parameters further. A parking
survey is being carried out in Newtown, and a review of parking policy is planned.
May 2019
• Members of the GWRC attended the meeting to speak to the GWRC Annual Plan.
• We discussed the WCC consultation on the Arlington Apartments Redevelopment.
June 2019
• Jared Corston, WCC Newtown Liaison Officer, reported on the imminent Carrara Park
redevelopment engagement process, and other WCC activites in Newtown.
• Marg Jenner – GM Wakefield Hospital, with Jeff Arthur, Manager, Property & Projects,
spoke about the redevelopment of Wakefield Hospital.
• Willy Trolove, Engagement Lead from NZ Transport Agency, and Luke Troy, General
Manager, Strategy, at Greater Wellington Regional Council, spoke about Lets Get
Wellington Moving.
July 2019
•

•

There were no guest speakers this month. A number of Newtown activities and concers
were discussed– eg the facilities upgrade, the possibility of public toilets being added to
Carrara Park, parking issues in Newtown, activities planned for Mental Health
Awareness .Week in September
We started planning for Meet the Candidates Meetings for the local body elections.

August 2019
•

•
•

Ian Mckinnon, GWRC Council member and previously WCC Deputy Mayor, who has
been a frequent attendee at Asociation meetings but is now stepping down from the
GWRC role, spoke of his appreciation of the value of Residents’ Associations, and was
thanked for his long and productive public service.
Kate Hodgetts, WCC Senior Policy Advisor spoke to the WCC Review of Parking Policy,
supported by Baz Kaufman, WCC Manager Strategy and Research.
Mark Wiliams, Director of Circuit (an arts agency which supports New Zealand artists
working in the moving image) spoke about a promotion planned for September.

Submissions
We have made submissions to WCC on the following issues
• Newtown Connections Transport Project;
• Annual Plan 2019/20 - Mahere ā-Tau 2019/20
• the Alcohol Control Bylaw - Kilbirnie and Kelburn;
• Traffic Resolutions - Parking and Fee Changes;
• Our City Tomorrow: Planning for Growth;
• Arlington Redevelopment (10 Year Plan Change)
• the Carara Park Play Area Upgrade
• The Parking Policy Review.
We have also attended an oral forum on the Annual Plan and made oral submissions in support
of our submissions on the Kilbirnie Liquor Ban and the Arlington Redevelopment.
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In addition we have submitted on the following:
• Southern Cross Hospital Resource Consent, a continuing process with hearings planned
for the end of October
• To the District Licensing Committee objecting to increased hours (8am – 2am 7 days a
week) for a license renewal at the Zoo Bar. The hearing date for this hasn’t been set yet.
Our Town Newtown Project – Community Facilities Upgrade
Jane Patterson (Association Treasurer) and I have continued to represent the Residents’
Association on the steering group for this project, along with the Newtown Community and
Cultural Centre Trust and the Wellington City Council. This is now in the final stages before
construction begins. The first project will be the upgrade to the Constable St toilets, the
establishment of the Tool Library in the same building, and improvements to accessibility at
Network Newtown. The Community and Cultural Centre will close for Christmas, and then stay
closed for an estimated 1year while the interior is rebuilt. There will also be some
comparatively minor improvements at Newtown Hall. We were holding funds from WCC to
pay for the community consultations that took place in the initial stages of the project, but we
have now transferred the remaining money to the Newtown Community and Cultural Centre.
Bloom Collective
Unfortunately Bloom has closed. One of the needs expressed consistently through the Our
Town Newtown community engagement was for spaces for artistic and musical activities. In
my report last year I was able to report opening of the Bloom Collective art and music
workshop and exhibition space. However this was only a temporary solution and the premises
were returned to the owners on September 1st. The best efforts to find an alternative space
have been unsuccessful. Our Association provided an ‘umbrella’ for the Collective in applying
for a grant from WCC for set up costs and supplies. We held this in our 02 account, disbursing
as required. We still hold a few dollars but these will go to pay for some costs incurred by
Collective members.
Mount Cook Mobilised
Mount Cook Mobilised goes from strength to strength as the Association for residents in their
area. We act as the umbrella for their WCC grants as they are not incorporated, and recently
we backed them in an application for funding for a trial project to have a community
coordinator operate from the community space at Te Mara in the Arlington Housing complex.
The grant application was successful. Congratulations are due to Carol Comber for picking up
this initiative.
Meet the Candidates Meetings
2018 was the one year in every three in which there are no elections and so no candidates’
meetings. This year however we have planned three meetings, one for the GWRC, which was
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last Thursday, one for the WCC Paekawakawa/ Southern ward and Mayoral candidates, which
is next Wednesday, and one for CCDHB candidates. This last one is a joint effort with the Mt
Victoria Residents’ Association and the Berhampore Community Association and is on
Thursday 26th September.

Wellington City Council Support
We are very grateful for the Council’s continuing support of the Newtown Residents’
Association.
As well as financial support through the operating grant and funding other projects, Newtown
has benefitted greatly from having the role of WCC Liaison Officer, currently held by Jared
Corston, based in Newtown. Thank you, Jared and the rest of the Community Team, for all your
help!

Conclusion
I have now been President for four years, and have continued to find it a very interesting and
satisfying activity. I am very grateful to everyone who has assisted the Association, by helping
with events, responding to emails, contributing to submissions, attending meetings, and in
many other ways. My particular thanks to Jane Patterson, our Treasurer, and to Steve
Cosgrove for taking notes at our meetings. Martin Hanley is a regular source of advice and
assistance, thank you Martin.
Rhona Carson
President.
15th September 2019
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