Minutes of the Newtown Residents’ Association Meeting - 19th August 2019
Present:
Rhona Carson (Chair), Steve Cosgrove (Minutes), Kim McGuiness, Keith Powell, Charlotte Frater,
Cr Ian McKinnon (GWRC), Peter Frater, Cr Fleur Fitzsimons (WCC), Rick Sahar, Anna Kemble
Welch, Humphrey Hanley, Laurie Foon, Carol Comber, Jim Pearce, Christine Pearce, Joyce
Gibson, Mark Johnston, Alivia Prattas, Emily O’connor, Adaire Hannah, Mark Williams, Kevin
Lethbridge, Steve Dunn, Melanie Short, Sam Somers, Jan Gould, Graeme Carroll, Cr David Lee
(WCC), Baz Kaufman (WCC), Kate Hodgettes (WCC).
Apologies:
Sue Kedgeley, Michelle Clemow, Dom Shaheen, Martin Hanley, Jared Corston, Jane Patterson,
and lateness from David Lee.
Ian McKinnon, current GWRC Councillor, asked to speak to the meeting as this might be his last
Newtown Residents’ Association meeting. He is not standing at these elections.
•

•

•

He commented about the changes to the bus system and regrets that this didn’t work in the
way planned. Unfortunately the Eastern Suburbs seem to be particularly hard hit. In
particular Strathmore is a low-income area, with strong connections to destinations such as
churches in Newtown, and no longer has a direct bus route here. GWRC is now working to
remedy the situation and wants to hear from bus users.
o Friday 23 August 11am to 6:30pm. Metlink drop in session at the Newtown
Community and Cultural Center in Colombo St. Ian asked people to try to get there
to share ideas on the situation.
Ian recounted how he first became involved with Newtown when he was a WCC Councillor
(later Deputy Mayor). Although he didn’t represent our Ward, as a councillor he helped with
traffic management issues in the very early days of the Newtown Festival, and met many of
the people still in the Association. He said that Residents’ Associations are very important in
ongoing community engagement and solutions to local issues.
Fleur Fitzsimons added a tribute to Ian’s long and productive career in the Wellington City
and Regional Councils, and thanked him for his service. This was applauded by the meeting.

Smarter ways to manage city parking https://letstalk.wellington.govt.nz/managecityparking
Kate Hodgetts, WCC Senior Policy Advisor spoke to this, supported by Baz Kaufman, WCC
Manager Strategy and Research.
•

•

Context
o LGWM
o Planning for Growth of the City - 40,000 more people over 20 years
o Zero Carbon Plan - Climate Emergency declared in June, Net Zero by 2030
o Newtown Connections working on proposals for cycle ways
o Bus Priority Lanes - GW and City councils working together to improve reliability of
timing.
o 10 years since last review
! Many changes to the way we live
! Parking pressures have increased
Parking in Newtown https://www.transportprojects.org.nz/current/wider-newtown-parkingstudy/ Kate outlined a fes examples of the results.

Roy Street - Very high capacity all the time.
Adelaide Road - 100% when something is on at Wakefield Park
Rintoul Street - mainly residents, mainly at capacity
Council’s Role
o 30,000 parking spaces in central city - Council is in charge of 14% of them.
o Variety of tools and resources for the management of parking.
o Council supply is decreasing.
o Demand is increasing in some areas.
Policy Review
o Scope and background Information reports are available
o Currently doing initial engagement
o Next is Draft Policy, Consultation with the Public, Final Policy mid 2020.
Draft Policy objectives are available to assist those making a submission
o Supporting mode shift to public transport and active transport
o Supporting safe movement of people goods and services
o Supporting business wellbeing
o Supporting City Amenity
o Supporting access for all - particularly supporting mobility parking at venues
o Supporting Carbon Zero
o Delivering service excellence and safe environment - have a great parking
experience, and safety of parking enforcement officers.
Draft Principles
o Change needs to be iterative and aligned to other changes
o Prioritize parking to specific needs
o Inclusive Access to City Centre and Council services and facilities - Council advisory
group
o Pricing will be at a level that supports objectives
o Local area-based approach, working with local communities.
o Making money is not an objective
o Provide information about parking spaces to all
Draft Parking Hierarchy
o Basis for other decisions
People are asked to complete the online survey, under WCC - Have your Say - Smarter
Parking. Scroll down to the Have Your Say Here tab. Responses due by 5pm, Friday August
30th.
o
o
o

•

•

•

•

•
•

Noted that Wellington Hospital staff and visitor parking changes the dynamics of parking in
Newtown. There will be discussions with CCDHB.
A range of other questions and discussions ensued, with a strong support for those who depend on
a car due to mobility issues, transport of small children and so on.
Upcoming Film Festival
Mark Wiliams, Director of Circuit (http://circuit.org.nz) (an arts agency which supports New Zealand
artists working in the moving image) spoke about a promotion next month which will highlight
Newtown’s diversity and needs. Mark can be contacted through Jarrad at Kia Ora Newtown or
director@circuit.org.nz. A local artist is going to interview people to create a documentary
highlighting local people.
5 October - there will be a seminar at Newtown Community and Cultural Centre regarding video
production.
Meet the Candidates Meetings
• There are only four Paekawakawa/Southern Ward nominations for Council. Noted that three
(Fleur Fitzsimons, Laurie Foon, Humphrey Hanley) are here tonight. We have decided to
have a meeting including the Mayoral candidates as well.

The planned meeting on the 19th September has been cancelled and replaced by one on
Wednesday 18th September at the Salvation Army Hall, 4 Normanby St, so Mayoral
candidates can attend.
• 12th September GWRC Candidates meeting (Sam Somers and David Lee here
tonight). Noted that GWRC and CCDHB each have 23 candidates. Probably too many for
one meeting.
Rhona asked people to be willing to volunteer to set up and pack down the meetings, help with
catering supper, etc.
•

Other Business
Congratulations to Rhona on the Carrara Park playground submission. Toilets in the park will be
subject of further discussion and a separate submission.
There are two additional transport related meetings to hear from Mayoral, WCC. and GWRC
candidates - one on 18th Sept, 6pm at the Loaves and Fishes in Central Wellington, the other 25th
September for Eastern and Southern suburbs, 6pm at the ASB Sports Center. Organised by Mark
Johnson and Bryan Crump..
EV charging stations in Coromandel Street. There was some discussion around this City
Council initiative. Protest from some residents about ev owners having exclsive access to these onstreet stations. Details of what is being implemented are here: https://wellington.govt.nz/yourcouncil/news/2019/03/15-ev-chargers-for-the-suburbs
The meeting closed at 9pm. The next meeting will be the Residents’ Association AGM on
Monday September 16th.

