Minutes of the Newtown Residents’ Association Meeting, 15 July 2019
Present: Rhona Carson (Chair), Steve Cosgrove, Jane Patterson, Jared
Corston, Warwick Taylor, Sam Somers, Mel Short, Don McDonald, Laurie
Foon, Dominic Sheehan, Keith Powell, Daphne Pilaar.
Apologies: Ian McKinnon, Mark Johnson, Fleur FitzSimons, Sue Kedgley, Martin
Hanley, Anna Kemble Welch.
Ian has sent us a note to say he is not going to stand for GW again, and expressed
support for the work of Residents Associations in general.
Jarrad Corston (WCC Newtown Liaison Officer)
• Update on Carrara Park - the issue of toilets. Many locals see a need,
Council sees dangers. Discussion about who the Park stakeholders are, and
a proposal to get their views and put together an analysis of risks and
benefits. Warwick mentioned that there used to be more toilets in Newtown these were taken out. There was WCC paper on the subject of toilets in
about 2002. There are events in the Park that require the hiring of temporary
toilets - a cost and a limiting factor to plans..
There has been some correspondence about a fence at the back of 4 Regent
Street. The fence that was close to being erected did not match concept
drawing
Consultation about upgrading the Park will be starting very soon. This will
include two weeks of gathering ideas, from which plans will be developed and
further consulted on.
• Newtown Parking Engagement - planning is underway.
• Not sure when the Constable Street Toilets will be upgraded, but this is
planned. This will be a significant project.
• Millward Street steps are being addressed. Currently the bottom step is
dangerous. The path is usable.
• There is a review going on of the FixIt system. Jared will send a link to
Rhona.
• Jared can be contacted at Jared.Corston@wcc.govt.nz
A more general issue raised by the meeting is e-scooters left on the footpath,
obstructing pedestrians. Concern for the impact of partially sighted and others. The
Association will write to the Council asking what conditions apply to their use.
Bus issues - Strathmore Park to the hospital is an example of a missing route.
There is currently a consultation going on, which is open for submissions.
Community Dinner? Sam suggested that we consider another community dinner to
mark six months since the Muslim community solidarity dinner. Jared has had
proposals for event(s) to explore different faiths, is working on this and welcomes
more involvement. Perhaps around the time of the annual Mosque open day?
The meeting agreed in principal to investigate these ideas. Perhaps the Caltex site
as a venue for a community meal? Rhona noted that we haven’t yet planned a
replacement for our Neighbours’ Day event which was cancelled in March.

Elections are coming!
Don is concerned that current electoral rolls are not available at the Library or MP’s
office. It was noted that confirmation letters have only just been sent out, so they
might be waiting until after those changes have been processed before updating the
rolls.
Meet the Candidates meeting(s) to be hosted by the Residents’ Association?
• Wellington City Council
• Greater Wellington Regional Council
• Mayoral
• District Health Board
There is support to have two meetings - one for each Council. We need to know who
the candidates are, nominations close 16th August. It would be good to have
meetings before the four weeks of postal voting opens. The returning officers have
kept track of these meetings previously.
Rhona is going to enquire with other Residents associations about good
dates. Strathmore etc are likely to be 10th and 17th of September. Hataitai is likely
to be closer to the election.
We need to consider options for the Chair.
Mental Health Awareness Week. A group of local community groups met with the
aim of joint recognition for Mental Health week (September 23rd-29th). Proposal to
start the week with Everybody’s Choir at St Thomas’s, and finish with a community
concert in the Salvation Army Hall on Saturday There could be other events and
activities during the week. Thoughts and volunteers to help with organising this are
welcome.
Bloom has been given notice to move out of their temporary accommodation by the
end of September. They are looking for an alternative building.
Noted that this suggests demolition of the building will start soon after.
Other news and notes
Warrick noted that Newtown person Chris Renwick is unwell, and is in hospital ward
3.
We expect to have Council officers to discuss the Parking consultation and Newtown
Connections at our August meeting.
There was disappointment that the Edwardian houses on the Chinese Embassy site
on Rugby Street were demolished. The bodies set up to protect our Heritage eg
Heritage NZ, WCC, failed to protect these buildings.
Sam asked if the Association might be interested in setting up a Community Post
Office, to replace some of the functions that used to be provided by the Post
Office. Rhona and Jane commented that this seems too big a job for our
Association, with financial risk associated. Perhaps negotiating with Unichem to add
more services to their postal agencies might be more achievable? The Unichem
Courtenay Place branch does this.
Noted that we don’t know of any outcome from our petition on saving the Post Office.
It may be possible to find out where the signatures garnered are at this time.
Meeting closed at 8:53pm.

