
 
 
Minutes of the Newtown Residents’ Association Meeting - Monday 15 April 2019 
 
Present - Rhona Carson (Chair), Steve Cosgrove (Minutes), Alivia Prattas, Alison Borbelly, 
Michelle Wolland, Stephen Pritchard, Cr Fleur Fitzsimons, Peter Frater, Kevin Lethbridge, 
Sam Somers, Dominic Shaheen, David Wilcock, Paul Eagle, Daran Ponter. 
 
Apologies - Sue Kedgley, Jane Patterson, Mark Johnson, Warwick Taylor, Carol Comber. 
 
Wellington City Council Annual Plan 2019-20 
Rhona introduced this discussion with the observation that a consultation document was 
released a week ago, but our library still doesn’t have copies.  They should be available 
there from tomorrow (Tuesday 16th) but the delay is unsatisfactory. The document is 
available online.  
 
The Annual Plan is supplementary to the 2018-28 Long Term Plan which was signed off 
last year. It includes any changes from the 10-year plan. 
 
Rhona observed that there didn’t seem to be much in the plan specific to the Southern 
Suburbs. She invited Cr Fleur Fitzsimons to comment on any issues we should be paying 
attention to. 
 
Fleur agreed that as we have just come out of the 10-year plan process there is little new in 
the Annual Plan. Some local authorities have chosen not to request public submissions on 
their plans. However in Wellington the change in the rating differentials was one of the 
reasons for public consultation.  

• The Town Hall renovation is more expensive than thought. 
• Business to residential differential for rates is moving from 2.8:1 to 3.25:1.  This is in 

response to raise in residential rates.  The total proportions will be pretty similar to 
the present. 

• There are few other variations from the 10-year plan. 
 
A number of the things we are interested in are flagged for further consultation later this 
year. 

• Community housing consultation in May re Arlington sites 1 and 3. This is being 
considered for a public private partnership.  The land will stay in public ownership.  
Fleur will be able to comment further next week. John McDonald could be invited to 
a future meeting to talk about WCC housing plans. 

• A parking review is happening this year as part of the Newtown Connections project. 
• An Arts Strategy is the third topic for further consultation. 

 
Rhona commented that we understand that the Carrara Park playground upgrade is going 
to happen because of the age of the playground. We have been asking for toilets for 
Carrara Park for many years but it hasn’t yet been responded to and included in WCC 
plans.  Fleur will take this up and enquire further. 
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Fleur informed us that there is currently another parking survey going on in Newtown, to try 
to understand who the frequent parkers are. This is part of the Newtown Connections 
project.  Many people have noticed increased parking in recent months. Some suggested 
reasons are parking lost to construction and informal ‘park and ride’ for people connecting 
with buses. 
 
Rhona is asking for suggested content for a submission on the Annual Plan (submissions 
due on May 8th).  Sam is happy to write about wise roading. 
 
Kilbirnie Liquor Ban 

• Kilbirnie and Kelburn extensions will be considered by Council soon. 
• A submission outlining positive experience in Newtown might help.  Rhona will 

arrange this, with largely similar content to our previous submissions on the topic. 
• David Wilcock, Paul Eagle and Daran Ponter were late to our meeting because they 

had been at Kilbirnie meeting on the topic. David talked to that meeting about how 
Newtown benefitted from the ban.  Police reported 418 alcohol related events in 
Kilbirnie in the past year.   

• Council is putting more resources into contracts for support services for the people 
causing difficulties in Kilbirnie. David is keen to see these resources in Newtown too. 

 
Emergency Management Plan  
The Wellington Region Civil Defence Emergency Management Group (WREMO) have 
developed a plan for 2019–2024 which is open for public consultation till April 29th.  

• David noted that Council are consulting on earthquake risks in Newtown.  This 
includes replacing paraplets with fibreglass to make unreinforced masonry facades 
safe. 

• There are still yellow-stickered buildings.   
• Council are going to subsidise earthquake strengthening for the former Ashleigh 

Court Private Hotel - the Wedge building on the corner of Riddford St and Rintoul St. 
• David agree to read the WREMO documentation with regard to any submission the 

Association might want to make.   
 
Newtown Connections - linked with parking notes above. 

• Potential routes were to come out about now.  This has been delayed further while 
the Council investigates options and parameters further. 

• Fleur noted that Newtown could be the most complex cycleway initiative in the 
country.  It seems wise to take time to get it right. 

 
Southern Cross Hospital development.   
We made a submission, primarily about protecting existing trees, and about the lack of 
provision for cycling and walking in the transport plans.  Other submitters were concerned 
about the effect of the new building on neighbouring properties. WCC refused consent for 
the proposed development and Southern Cross are revising the plans.  The next meeting is 
on the 1st May. 
 
Notes about other developments we have been concerned about  - Mary Potter 
apartments also had many protests from neighbours but are now being built.  Results will 
be watched with interest. 
 
Airport runway application has been withdrawn. 
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Planning for Growth 

• Carol was going to lead this discussion because she has been to meetings about it, 
but was not able to make it to the meeting. WCC have outlined four possible 
scenarios for how to accommodate up to 80,000 more people in Wellington, and 
have asked for responses by May 10th. 

• The options for change are important for Newtown.  Two of the four options propose 
a big shift in the number of people living in Newtown. 

• The first two scenarios suggest increasing population density in the city and inner 
city suburbs.  These scenarios suggest that historical character limits on the 
demolition of pre-1930s buildings would have to go. 

• The other two scenarios are more focused on building new suburbs further out. This 
is additional to four developments currently being planned, also outlined in the 
planning document. 

• Fleur emphasises that these scenarios are intended as a starting point for 
discussion, and that the final plan will be likely to be a combination of preferences. 

 
The meeting had a wide ranging discussion about the topic.  

• There were mixed feelings about the protection for pre-1930s buildings - the 
historical character of Newtown is valued but on the other hand there were accounts 
of the discomfort of renting a drafty, cold character home, and of the frustration 
experienced by owners trying to renovate such homes when they are not allowed to 
change the appearance. 

• There are concerns about whether the infrastructure of Newtown can cope with a 
much increased population. The water and sewerage systems are old and barely 
adequate now.  

• There was a very involved discussion about pressures on car parking. 
• There is limited public green space suitable for family recreation, and the need will 

increase if existing private gardens are built over. 
• It is important to identify unused land suitable for new building. Noted that there is 

land available around Hanson Street / Adelaide Road.  
 
As the submissions are due before our next meeting there will need to be email discussions 
about what should be in a submission from the Association. People can also make their 
own personal submissions. 
 
Other Business 
David asked what is happening regarding developments in RIddiford Street 

• Footpath and curbing renewal started in 2017 was stopped for Chorus UFB 
installation, and does not seem to have ever been completed. 

• Renewal between Normanby Street and Newtown Avenue was waiting on the 
Newtown New World redevelopment, which has been delayed and we have no 
information on when it will happen.  

• To ask Jared (our WCC Newtown Liaison Officer) for an update. 
 
Meeting finished at 9:10pm. Next meeting Monday 20th May, 7.30pm at Newtown Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


