Submission on the Wellington Water application for an easement and
licence for constructing and operating the proposed new reservoir at
Prince of Wales park
Introduction
The Newtown Residents’ Association, an Incorporated Society since July 1963, is
the association for the people of Newtown and surrounding suburbs of Wellington.
We have worked for many years to make our community a thriving, diverse, and
great place to live. We are one of the threads that tie the Newtown area together as
a community, not just a suburb.
This association supports the initiative to build the Prince of Wales / Omāroro
Reservoir, which will improve the infrastructural resilience of Wellington in the case
of a major earthquake. We would like to see this project proceed in a timely fashion,
subject to the mitigation of concerns about the impact of construction on the
environment and on neighbouring properties. We would like to speak to this
submission.

Submission
Awareness of the need for emergency preparedness has increased substantially in
the last few years for fairly obvious reasons. At the meeting of the Residents’
Association at which there was a presentation on the proposed reservoir, there was
a sense of support for an initiative that would assist this community and others, in the
case of a substantial natural disaster.
Issues
The concerns we want to raise relate principally to the design and construction of the
reservoir. The impact on Mt Cook residents and particularly those in Rolleston St will
be substantial over a long period of time. Therefore trucks coming and going from
the site should have restricted hours and we suggest 9.00 – 3.00 during the week
and on Saturdays. Close liaison with affected residents is critical and will assist them
to manage this disruption. The liaison undertaken in relation to the construction of
the Arras tunnel and Pukeahu Park provide a good model for what is required.
The Waitangi Stream tributary and the Papawai stream need to be protected from
silt, the latter stream is a restoration area where native fish and koura could be at
risk.

The excavation and the stockpiling of dirt and the possibility of the presence of DDT
in soil in the top field means that these piles of dirt need to be contained and not be
subject to run-off. The public also needs to be effectively excluded from this area.
Alternative pedestrian routes through the Town Belt will also be needed along with
good sign posting for walkers. This was done reasonably effectively during the
construction of the Mt Albert Reservoir but this project will be larger and more
complex.
The plan to plant over the buried reservoir is one that we support, however the native
bush near the site will need to be protected during excavation and construction.
This reservoir will have an exceedingly large capacity, substantially bigger than that
at McAlister Park and Mt Cook Mobilised is keen that its safety during an earthquake
should be as guaranteed as is possible. They therefore seek an independent peer
review of the design to give this assurance. We support them in this concern.

A related concern
On a separate but related note, we would also like to have confidence in the ability of
the reservoir at the north end of Owen St to withstand a large earthquake. We
recognise that it is not the responsibility of the City Council but it is an important cog
in the water infrastructure and needs to be available in a time of emergency. The
impact of its failure on neighbouring properties could also be calamitous. Anything
that the Council could do to give us confidence on this matter would be very
welcome.

Conclusion
We support the building of this new reservoir on Prince of Wales Park subject to
mitigation of the issues raised in the body of this submission. I am the contact
person for any follow up on this matter, including speaking to our submission.
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