Submission on the Draft Wellington Region Waste Management and Minimisation Plan
This submission is from the Newtown Residents’ Association.
We wish to speak to our submission.
Introduction
The Newtown Residents' Association is the Incorporated Society representing Newtown and the
surrounding suburbs. We are an active local group of residents and businesspeople, concerned with
maintaining and improving our area’s liveability, connectedness and sustainability and working to
make our community a thriving, diverse, great place to live.
Submission
Overall we support the draft Plan. We are not oppposed to the target of reducing waste to landfill by
a third over ten years, but we hope that in fact it doesn’t take that long to reach and ideally exceed
the target.
Regional Actions
We strongly support regional communication and collaboration, for all the reasons outlined in the
Plan.
We also hope that the regional authorities will seek out opportunities to utilise ‘best practice’
knowledge and experience from all national and international sources. In clause 3.6.1 there is a
reference to the Wellington region households being less effective than other districts in waste
minimisation, with particular note of Christchurch’s comprehensive kerbside collection system. This
seems to be a good argument for implementing similar schemes in our region.
There are ten proposed regional actions, and we support them all. Both here and in the separate
plans for each authority there are some actions which are about investigating and if feasible
implementing systems. The decision about whether an action is feasible or not is a cost-benefit
analysis (p22 of the Plan) and of course this depends in turn on how ‘benefit’ is assessed. The Plan
comments that funding for initiatives will be determined by future Annual Plan and Long Term Plan
processes. We hope that the Wellington City Council will accord waste minimisation initiatives a high
priority when it comes to funding. We will expect to be advocating for this when the time comes.
Wellington City Council Local Action Plan
We support the local action plan. However a lot of the actions are about ‘exploring options’ and we
look forward to the time that there are more definite options to consider and implement.
There are some areas where we have specific comments.

R1. By-law Development Implementation and Enforcement - see below.
E3. Promoting and Supporting Waste Minimisation at Events. We have particular interest in this
because of our experience over the past few years with the Newtown Festival and the work of our
Zero Waste Team. The actions in this section are already happening, and we commend the WCC on
the range of free resources available. However we have noted that there are many events where
there is no apparent effort at waste minimisation, with only landfill rubbish bins being supplied. We
suggest that it is time to consider moving from ‘promoting and supporting’ to requiring waste
minimisation at events. We had heard that a bylaw was in preparation, but there is nothing about
that here. Successful waste minimisation at events would also be enhanced by improvements to the
composting facility (as proposed in section IN3) so that it could deal with event-sized quantities of
supposedly compostable plant based plastics, which are currently rejected.
C1, C3 and C4. Household waste and recycling collections. These are of course of particular interest
to our Residents’ Association. We support optimising recycling services, as recommended, and
adding a food waste collection, perhaps expanding this to a more general organic waste collection. It
is not specified, but we expect that under this heading there will be exploration of the
comprehensive kerbside collection services available elsewhere in the country with a view to
introducing them here.
IN 6. Public Space Recycling. We would like to see this implemented, although it is obviously fraught
with difficulties when bins in public places can be misused and the recycling contaminated. We
wonder what is known about successful ventures elsewhere in the world. Members of the
community are omitted from the ‘stakeholders’ list in this section, but we expect to be involved in
public consultation about design proposals.
Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. We would like to speak to it to emphasise
the main points.

Rhona Carson
President, Newtown Residents’ Association.
May 17th 2017.
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