Submission on the Wellington City Council Annual Plan 2017/18
Introduction
The Newtown Residents’ Association has been an Incorporated Society since July 1963. We are
residents and business owners from Newtown and the surrounding area, who take a keen interest in
the community and local issues. We are concerned with maintaining and improving our area’s
liveability, connectedness and sustainability and working to make our community a thriving, diverse,
great place to live.
Submission
We approve of and support all 5 Goals as outlined in the Build a Better City documents. It is hard to
prioritise when all areas are important and significant but as a community organisation we will
comment firstly on Goal 3: People-focussed.
Goal 3, Focus area 1: Capital of Culture
The vibrant arts, events and festivals in our city are essential to the essence of Wellington, a city we
can all be proud to belong to.
Newtown Festival
We have a particular awareness of and sensitivity to this from hosting the Newtown Festival for so
many years, and experiencing at first hand the joy of this celebration and the way it enhances our
sense of place and community. In 2016 we were extremely grateful that the Council heard our
heartfelt request to support the Festival financially, and voted to add extra funding to the 2016/17
Annual Plan for the 2017 Newtown Festival. Without increased funding it wouldn’t have survived. At
the time of writing we are unclear whether the Council budget for 2017/18 already includes an
allowance for this increased funding to continue, as was agreed by WCC last year. If not, we urgently
request that this is addressed again in this Annual Plan. Maintaining the funding to at least the level
granted last year is essential to the Festival’s continued existence.
We support the proposals to add additional events to the calendar. However of course when we
already have a very successful event that provides a ‘world of food and music’, injecting colour and
vibrancy and enhancing Wellington’s claim to be a Capital of Culture, we trust that this will be
supported to continue. The Council could take more credit than it does for being a major supporter
of the biggest free street music festival and market in the region and, we believe, in the country.
The Newtown Festival should be listed alongside the other major events and key Wellington-based
festivals in the discussion of the Capital of Culture proposal.
Goal 3, Focus area 2: Community planning, facilities and utilisation of spaces
We are fortunate in Newtown as the proposals for place-based community development are already
being implemented here. We have benefitted greatly from the establishment of the Kia Ora

Newtown base and the appointment of a Community Liaison Officer for Newtown. We are currently
engaged in a particpatory co-design process of local planning. We definitely support this being
continued and expanded to all other suburbs.
We already know of some unmet needs, and we have made previous submissions about them. In
particular there is the on-going request for public toilets and a drinking fountain to be installed in
Carrara Park. We hope that these can be added to the work programme in the very near future.
We commmend the Council for its intention to upgrade the swimming pool at Newtown School. We
also support removing the spectator fee at public pools so that both children and their caregivers
can have free access and this can encourage all children to learn to swim.
We value the Newtown Library and its diverse range of services. However we think it is unfortunate
that it closes at mid day on Saturday. We request that the Newtown Library opening hours be
extended so that working people can use the library more easily, and can take their children there in
out-of-school time.
We understand that community consultation on the extension of the Cycleway though Berhampore,
Newtown and Mt Cook is to resume after a considerable hiatus. We look forward to this. We will
expect that the principles of inclusive co-design will be followed as an essential part of this project.
Goal 3, Focus area 3: Clean, green, safe and inclusive city
In Newtown, maintaining street cleanliness is a significant area of work for Ray Tuffin, the WCC
Newtown Liaison Officer, with an ongoing need for liaison with the WCC Cleansing and Growth Team
and in turn with the relevant contractors. Things have improved, and we certainly hope that we will
achieve ‘high satisfaction levels’ well before three years have passed, but we are not quite there yet!
On a positive note, daily rubbish collection was instituted in Carrara Park and Mercy Park some years
ago and the tidiness of the parks has steadily increased since then. This is an area where there are
reports of increased satisfaction.
Perceptions of safety on the streets are challenged by an increased number of street people and
beggars. The issues arising from this are well documented across the city, both in the central city and
in suburbs like ours. In recent times the Kilbirnie WINZ office has closed and so has the Wellington
South Community Mental Health base in Tacey Street, with the clients of these agencies now
needing to come to Newtown. It seems appropriate to focus increased community outreach
programmes here as well, and we advocate for this to be a priority.
There are already actions underway for developing a community safety plan, promoting “Eyes On’
and working with other partners to address the needs of the street people – which would also help
the business people and members of the public who find the current situation very difficult. We
certainly hope and expect that these efforts will continue and will increase. Services such a ‘wet
house’ have our support in light of informed opinion that these services will make a difference to the
wellbeing of a number of homeless people in our community. We would also encourage increased
emphasis on meaningful activity and occupation.
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The remaining Goals for the 3 year work programme.
The rest of our submission pays attention to the other Goals but does not address them all in detail.
Instead we have picked out aspects that seem to impact most directly on our area.
Goal 1: More resilient
Goal 1, Focus Area 1: Safer homes, locations and more robust infrastructure
As one of the areas known to have buildings with unreinforced masonry we have a particular
interest in this area. We welcome all initiatives to assist building owners with funding and support to
make these buildings safe. We also welcome proposals to make Wellington’s homes safer and more
resilient.
We support the speedy development of the Prince of Wales Reservoir.
Goal 1, Focus Area 3: Connected and prepared communities.
We are already very concious of the value of pursuing these goals. We value WCC support with this
and look forward to this continuing.
In 2014 we had a community-led process to develop a community response plan. This now needs
revisiting and renewing and we are motivated to work on doing this.
Goal 2: Smarter Growth
Goal 2, Focus Area 1: Economic and job growth
The proposal in this area that we are most interested in is the One-stop-shop for consenting. We
support streamlining processes and making them user-friendly.
Goal 2, Focus Area 2: Housing people
We, like others in Wellington, are acutely aware of the increasing number of people who are unable
to find safe, healthy, affordable housing, whether as owners or tenants. We support moves to
address this.
We are cautious however about Special Housing Areas when they are established without wide
consultation and rely heavily on overriding provisions of the District Plan. We cannot accept that
while most home owners have the amenity value of their properties protected by District Plan rules,
others can have these protections swept away by SHA processes. We ask WCC to be mindful of
protecting existing owners’ rights alongside the goal of increasing available housing.
There are a number of social housing complexes in our suburb. We support this and approve of the
moves that have been made, and are continuing to be made, to upgrade these homes.
Goal 4: More Sustainable
We strongly support all 3 Focus Areas and the overall goal to make the way of life in our city, our
country and our world more sustainable.
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We have made a submission on the Draft Waste Management and Minimisation Plan. We also want
to recognise the contribution of our Newtown Festival Zero Waste Team to our awareness of the
importance and the challenges of waste minimisation. We believe that their efforts have had an
effect beyond what happens on Fair day and have had a much wider educational impact. It is
satisfying to see how many illustrations in WCC publications about waste minimisation are photos of
the team members at work at the Festival.
Goal 5: Improving how we work
Goal 5, Focus Area 1: Living wage
We are strong supporters of this. We approve of keeping pace as the designated Living Wage
increases, and support moves to extend this to staff employed on WCC contracts.
The Residents’ Association, through the Newtown Festival Committee devotes resources towards
hosting the Living Wage Stage at the Festival. The Festival itself also aspires to pay its key assistants
the living wage, and maintaining the increased Festival funding from WCC moves us towards making
this goal attainable.
Goal 5, Focus Area 2: Improved Engagement
“Engagement” has been a thread running through many of the Goals, and we approve of this as a
major focus for our Council. As noted before, WCC engagement with our community has improved
dramatically over the past year, and we applaud all who made this possible, from the Chief Executive
onwards. There is still progress to be made, and the inclusion project that we are involved with will,
we hope, extend these connections more widely into the community.
Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission.

Rhona Carson
President, Newtown Residents’ Association
May 18th 2017.
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