
 
 
Minutes: Newtown Residents Association Meeting - 20 March 2017 
 
Present 
Rhona Carson, Steve Cosgrove, Bernard O’Shaughnessy, Jane Patterson, Peter 
Frater, Cr David Lee, Cr Paul Eagle, Steve Dunn, Cheryl Robilliard, Keith Powell, 
Daphne Pilaar, Thomas Hanipal Thomson, Jonathon Guildford, Carl Howarth, 
Rhedyn Law, Chris Rabey, Rich Sahar, Effie Rankin, Stephen Pritchard. 
 
Apologies  
Ray Tuffin, Penny Buckmaster,  
 
Agenda 
Festival and Events 
Updates 

• Our Town Newtown 
• Councillor's update - Annual Plan 
• Predator Free update 
• Newtown History 
• Housing Update 
• Bernard’s suggestions 

 
EVENTS 
 
Neighbour’s Night 
Daphne gave a summary of the evening - thanking the variety of individuals and 
organisations involved.  
 
Newtown Festival Street Fair Day, Sunday March 5th 
Rhona reported on another successful event.  
Discussion about the Festival Governance.  Plans to create a Trust to run the 
Festival are moving ahead. 
Jane Patterson proposed a motion: That this Association requests that the process of 
establishing a Festival Trust is completed by the end of this financial year in June. 
Seconded Steve Dunn. Carried. 
The remaining money raised for Christchurch after the earthquake will be transferred 
to the Gap Filler project. 
Rongotai cricket team did a good job of marshalling packdown. 
 
Garage Sale, Saturday March 11th - very wet day, but some people participated. 
 
Bike KREW Rodeo – was to have been on Sunday March 12th, but was postponed 
till Saturday March 18th due to extreme weather conditions. About 30 children, with 
caregivers took part – a good number and a successful first Bike KREW Rodeo.  
Many thanks to ReBicycle and to the Communities on Bikes fund.  
 
These were Celebrate Newtown events. Rhona suggested we could look at other 
events to be part of the Festival in future. 



• Peter suggested ‘a band in every café’ was a past example of a successful 
event 

• Dance-o-mat from Christchurch has funding to come to Wellington.  
 
UPDATES 

 
Our Town Newtown 
Rhona and Jane are on the Steering Committee running it. (The other members are 
Tom Law and Renee Rushton from Newtown Community and Cultural Centre and 
Ray Tuffin, WCC) 
The Facilitator (Cally) has suggested a pecha kucha event for starting wider 
community involvement. Looking for ideas for speakers and topics about what is 
going on in Newtown at present. 
 
Rhedyn suggested Particiatorybudgetting.org as a valuable tool for community 
involvement. 
 
Currently seems that community input phase will take longer than the planned June 
timeframe.  The next step is a working group meeting in early April. 
 
There is a questionnaire almost ready to send out, and it is hoped that that there will 
be a good rate of response when the time comes. 
 
Update on Annual Plan Process 
This year councillors participated in workshops instead of the draft annual plan 
hearings of past years. Proposals from this processs: 

• Removal of fees for smokefree outdoor dining 
• Wet house 
• Predator free  
• Removing of spectator fees at pools 
• Culture Capital promotion – more funding for new events 
• Moving consent process to case management structure 
• Coastal Resilience 
• Rates remission for first home builders 
• Smart energy project, car sharing, insulation. 

This is the third year in the ten year 2015-2025 long-term plan. Since the 2016 
election, Council has been developing a draft Triennial Plan that sets goals and a 
draft programme of work for the next three years. 

There was less public participation in the development of the draft Annual Plan for 
2017/18, but there will be public consultation before it is finalised. 

Island Bay cycleway consultation should be done by September.  Paul says the 
Island Bay to CBD route will be moved to a higher priority after that. 
 
Predator-Free Mt Cook / Newtown 
The plan has been expanded to Newtown.   
David reported that a workshop last weekend produced about 70 traps in three 
hours, using timber from a fence demolished at Vogelmorn Community Centre. The 
target is about 250. (One house in five is sufficient to gain control over rats.) 
Council has funding for a co-ordinator.   
City Housing might be planning a project. 
Next working bee will be in a couple of weeks or so. 



Contact the organisers (Gary and Andrew) if you would like to be involved - 
mailto:predatorfreemcn@gmail.com 
 
Newtown History project.  Currently records are being put online, but are not 
published yet.  (Chris was asking about this – as a historian he has a special interest 
in Newtown history.) 
 
Wellington South Licensing Trust History - Steve Dunn expects further progress 
before the end of the financial year. 
 
Housing Upgrade Project 
WCC is half-way through a 30-year plan.  Budget from ten years ago has been re-
evaluated. 
Council is wondering how to use land better.  Arlington is an example of a modular 
housing apartment development. Council has asked for market ideas. 
 
Housing Corp are reconditioning some of their buildings. 
 
No new special housing areas have been created. Mary Potter Hospice and 175 
Owen Street are ongoing. Princess St development is finished. The meeting 
expressed concern about the process of granting Special Housing Area status – with 
particular regard to the Mary Potter Hospice development.  
 
New St James Apartments off Adelaide Rd have been given consent.  
 
Suggestions for Improvement (introduced by Bernard) 

• “Welcome to Newtown” signs – to promote and show pride in our suburb. 
Noted that it can hard to define where Newtown starts and finishes, and there 
are a lot of entry points – dilemma for placement of signs.  This  idea could be 
considered as part of Our Town Newtown.  Noted that Island Bay and other 
suburbs has raised funds for their own signs. 

• Newtown Library - extended hours on Saturday?  Thousands of people come 
into Newtown on Saturday.  Another excellent topic for Our Town 
Newtown.  Perhaps the Library could be used in other ways. 

• Look at speed management beyond the last speed humps in Daniell St - also 
around Princess Tce.  There seems to be a need for a give way sign there. 

 
Meeting finished 9:08 
 
 
	


