
	

	

 
 

Minutes of the Newtown Residents’ Association Meeting, Monday July 18th 2016 
 

Present:  Rhona Carson (Chair), Martin Powell, Patrick Morgan, Cheryl Robilliard, Anna 
Kemble Welch, Martin Hanley, Carol Comber, Lynda McGregor, Cr Paul Eagle, Jane 
Patterson, Jeanie McCafferty, Steve Dunn, Peter Frater, Bernard O’Shaugnessy, Penny 
Buckmaster, Meta Meyers, Alison Borbely, Tom Law, Rick Sahar. VUW students: Chris 
Isaacs, Zork White, Ally Jackson, Matt Stone. WCC officers: Bessie Fepulea’i, Deane 
Virtue, Mike Mendonca, Jenny Rains. 
 
Apologies: Celia Wade-Brown, David Lee, Steve Cosgrove, Claire Pettigrew, Kevin 
Lethbridge. 
 
Rhona welcomed the Victoria University Landscape Architecture students, who explained 
that they are doing a class project on Newtown, its community and its issues. 
 
The visitors from Wellington City Council were also welcomed.  
 
Newtown Festival Report 
Martin Hanley (Festival Director) circulated a written report about the 2016 Festival, and 
said that he would speak to it at the end of the meeting. 
 
Newtown Coordinator position and upgrade to Newtown facilities 
 
Jenny Rains, WCC Community Service Manager, introduced this topic.   
 
The proposal for a new position of Newtown Coordinator in Jenny’s WCC team came as a 
response to the frustrations expressed by residents at the May meeting with WCC CEO 
Kevin Lavery and other WCC officers.  The appointee will be able to make sure the relevant 
WCC services are joined up to respond to Residents’ concerns. They will also be able to 
have a key role in consultation about other issues in the Newtown community.   
 
One of these issues will be planning for spending the money set aside in the WCC Long 
Term Plan to upgrade Newtown facilities.  In this financial year (July 2016 – June 2017) 
there is $48,000 available to develop a concept through community engagement, and there 
is funding for capital projects of $610,137 in 2017/18 and $2,728,177 in 2019/20.  
 
Vogelmorn and Aro Valley are also involved in similar projects.  
 
Discussion – clarifying aspects of the proposal for the coordinator.  At present there are no 
other place-based WCC employees, and this can be regarded as a pilot position.  Bessie, 
whose role is Community and Neighbourhood advisor, has a wider brief. 
 
 
The WCC appointee would work on the ground in Newtown, preferably with a local base, 
and get to understand the people and services.  The boundaries don’t need to be too strict, 
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and Berhampore and Mt Cook could be included.  Peter welcomed this, as Berhampore has 
often been overlooked, although this is changing with the new Community Centre. 
 
It was observed that the position being described called for a person with high level skills 
and experience, and it was hoped that WCC has a budget for paying the person 
accordingly. 
 
Jenny will write up and send out a document with ideas and questions about the job 
description.  The expected time frame is to have person in place by October/ November. 
 
Tom Law reported that the Newtown Business Group has engaged Roger Tweedy to do a 
similar job with regard to coordinating Newtown Businesses.  
 
The proposed meeting between Residents, WCC Officers and Downers, the 
contractors. 
 
This was the other proposed outcome from the meeting with Kevin Lavery.  Rhona has 
been in contact with Deven Singh, the Council Officer responsible, who is overseas at 
present. He is planning to initiate this meeting in August, when Downers have had time to 
settle into their role.   
 
Deane Virtue, WCC Team Leader Cleansing & Growth, confirmed this.  Downers took up 
the contract at the beginning of July, and first impressions are that standards of cleanliness 
have improved. 
 
Resilient Wellington 
 
Mike Mendonca, WCC Chief Resilience Manager, introduced this topic. 
 
Challenge: defining what is “Resilience”? 
 
Mike gave a brief historical overview – Wellington’s position on tectonic plates, the Maori 
legends of the origins of Wellington, Captain James Cook bypassing Wellington Harbour 
because of the strong southerly, the 1855 earthquake, vulnerability to future quakes. 
 
Probabilities:  
 

• Sea level rise – what does that mean for us?  Not rushing to solutions, eg sea walls, 
engaging with community to plan. 

• Earthquake: probable within 50 years. 
• Population growth – expecting 50,000 more people – planning needs to build in 

resilience. 
 

Concern with quality of life.  Jenny Rains leading this aspect of the resilience project.  
 

• Housing – how can we ensure we can afford to house the expected population? 
• How can Wellington look after the most vulnerable communities? 

 
All these things are included in a report to Council -  
http://wellington.govt.nz/~/media/about-wellington/resilient-wellington/files/100-resilient-
cities-preliminary-resilience-assessment.pdf   
 
The report was accepted at the WCC meeting on 29th June, and a draft Resilience Strategy 
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is to be presented on 28 September 2016.  
 
The intention is to plan for the future in a way that future generations will thank us for our 
foresight. 
 
There are long-term issues – eg the 100 year sea level, and short-term issues – eg 
Newtown’s brick chimneys, householders making sure joists are secured to piles. 
 
Earthquakes, wooden buildings and gas supply lead to fire risk – planning is underway with 
the fire service and Wellington Water. 
 
Q – Is there any source of water supply that doesn’t cross Ngauranga? 
A – not at present, but there are back-up reservoirs. Home supply reserves are now 
recommended for 7 days, but there is concern about businesses, eg coffee shops, that 
depend on water.  There is an aquifer that runs under the harbor, and exploratory drilling to 
see whether there could be access from Miramar. 
 
The Prince of Wales Reservoir proposal is still being negotiated with the Capital and Coast 
DHB. 
 
Discussion – reflection on the series of meetings about emergency preparedness in 
Newtown/Berhampore/Mt Cook initiated by WREMO in 2014, and the emphasis then on the 
importance of community connections. There was a report prepared, may be time for a 
follow-up. 
 
Discussion of damage caused by sea rise and storm surges, and the design of sea walls.  
Bernard referred to submissions he has made about H shaped walls.  Mike reported that 
there is consultation underway about engineering on sea walls, and it will be in the 
September report. 
 
Jenny Rains, Mike Mendonca and the other Council visitors were thanked and 
applauded for their contributions. 
 
Submission on the proposed Airport Runway Extension. 
 
Rhona invited people interested in this to stay for further discussion.   
 
Patrick, Brendan, Alison, Bernard, Steve, Cheryl, Tom, Rick, Peter, Anna, Martin and 
Rhona discussed a draft submission prepared by Patrick. 
 
General concern about the cost to ratepayers of a plan that might not deliver results, 
opinion that the business case is weak, concern that Central Government has indicated that 
they are unlikely to help with funding.  Another concern is about the increase in road traffic, 
and the likelihood of this being routed through Newtown. 
 
The draft submission noted that alternative sites had not been fully investigated.  There was 
debate about this, with a view expressed that we value the airport being so close and 
alternative sites that involve lengthy travel do not appeal. 
 
There was no strong consensus either for or against the project – there was discussion and 
some approval of the economic benefits if direct long haul flights did come to Wellington.  
 
There was discussion of whether to phrase the submission as being against the proposal 
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unless the concerns are dealt with, or in favour of it if the concerns are dealt with. 
 
The next step agreed was for Patrick to re-draft the submission and for it to be circulated for 
discussion via email.  The submission is due on 12th August. 
 
2016 Newtown Festival 
 
Martin went through the report that had been circulated earlier, and thanked all who had 
been involved in making the Festival such a great success. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 


