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Submission on the Wellington City Council Annual Plan 
2016/17 
 
The Newtown Residents’ Association has been an Incorporated Society since July 1963. 
We are residents and business owners from the Newtown, Berhampore and Mt Cook area, 
who take a keen interest in the community and local issues. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to consult on the Annual Plan.  Although all the sections have 
the potential to affect us as residents of Wellington we are restricting our comments to the 
proposals and projects that have the most direct impact on our suburbs.  
 
Proposal 2: Urban Development Agency.   
 
Our Association supported the Urban Growth Plan during the Council consultation in 2014, 
and we support the development of this agency as a way to make progress on implementing 
the Plan. 
 
We assume that the Adelaide Road redevelopment, outlined on page 25 of the consultation 
document, is one of the areas that the Urban Development Agency would be involved with.  
We see that $406,000 has been allocated to begin initial planning of this redevelopment in 
2016/17, although funding the proposed Agency, if approved, would not be decided until 
2017/18. It seems likely that significant progress will have been made on the planning 
before the new Agency takes over. 
 
Naturally we have a keen interest in what happens in Adelaide Road. We are pleased that 
Wellington City Council affirms “The Council is committed to continuous engagement with 
the community…” (p36) and we expect that this commitment will extend to Council 
Controlled Organisations, including the Urban Development Agency if it eventuates.   
 
We request that the planning of redevelopments is done in full consultation with the 
community, whether it is done ‘in house’ or via the new Agency.  We would welcome a very 
accessible mechanism for consultation, such as a ‘shop front’ office in the area concerned. 
 
Proposal 6: New Initiatives 
 
Community Grant Changes. We support this initiative, and suggest that in light of the 
discussions at the Economic Growth and Arts Committee on April 26th 2016 the proposed 
increase in funding is too modest.  
 
We fully endorse the submission made to you by our Newtown Festival Committee about 
the Newtown Festival’s funding shortfall.  We have some dedicated Association members 
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who have put a great deal of voluntary effort into creating this wonderful event.  We are very 
hopeful that Wellington City Council can help to make it financially sustainable. 
 
When we made our submission to the Long Term Plan we said “We can affirm that the 
Festival has really enhanced our sense of place and community and believe that this has 
spread beyond our suburb. We think it would be appropriate for the LTP to include 
continued support for staging the Festival.”  This was not adopted in the Long Term Plan, 
but we hope that it will be recognised in the Annual Plan. 
 
New Outdoor Events Series.  Our support for this is somewhat qualified.  It seems to us 
that it would be unfortunate if this new series of events received its funding and the 
Newtown Festival did not, as the Newtown Festival already fulfills the objectives outlined 
here.  Our preference would be for both existing and new events to be funded in a 
sustainable fashion, and in these circumstances we would welcome the new events. Free 
and accessible events and activities enhance the quality of life for all residents – although 
we do question whether these events always need to be focused on the central city. 
 
Placemaking.  We support this initiative.  In the early to mid 1990s there was considerable 
effort and investment in Placemaking in Newtown, although it may not have been called that 
then. A former factory site was transformed into Carrara Park, an enduring community asset. 
We also gained the re-designed streetscape in mid Riddiford St, with heritage-style light 
fittings, bollards and seats, plantings, paving and street islands.  This is tired now and we 
would welcome the opportunity to refresh and enhance our suburban beautification.  
 
Our submission to the Long Term Plan last year outlined a number of issues facing us in 
Newtown, and they are still of concern. 
 
Street trees need to be carefully chosen and properly managed. Some trees that died or 
were damaged have been removed and the plots sealed over or left as weedy patches. This 
needs to be rectified; we would like them to be replanted with appropriate species  
 
Council urgently needs to address the toilet facilities provided within Newtown. The one 
block of public toilets are constantly in poor shape.   
 
Public toilets are needed in Carrara Park, to maximize its usability – families and others 
come here to play but as there are no public toilets anywhere in the vicinity they are limited 
in how long they can stay.  It would be easier to organise events such as concerts and other 
get-togethers as currently the organisers need to hire portable toilets if people are to stay 
any length of time.  A drinking fountain would also be of great benefit.  
 
We recommend improvements to street cleanliness, maintaining the level of service 
removing tagging and graffiti and increased opportunities for recycling waste. 
 
The maintenance and improvement of walkways, footpath surfaces and guttering is 
important. We would like to see the brickwork theme completed from Mansfield Street to the 
John Street area, as per the original consulted on and agreed Riddiford Street Staged 
Improvement Plans, and a covered walkway from the Newtown Shops to John St 
developed. Centre islands in busy streets are important and should be maintained and 
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increased. Walkways between streets need better lighting and need hand rails installed, as 
several are currently unsafe for those with decreased mobility. 
 
We need to continue to implement commuter cycleway options between Newtown and the 
city, as well as investigating and implementing cycleways for recreational cyclists.  Parking 
facilities for bicycles is an important component of this. 
 
We are reiterating these concerns, as we believe that attention to such details is all part of 
making a place where our citizens can flourish.  
 
Private wastewater pipes (laterals): 
 
We strongly support the proposal that the Council should take responsibility for the 
maintenance and renewal of private wastewater connections in the road reserve.  As 
householders we have no control over the conditions that can damage these laterals, and 
no choice over how they are repaired.  The threat of large and unforeseen expenses hangs 
over us all, and it would be a great relief for the Council to take this responsibility. 
 
We request the opportunity to make an oral submission about the Annual Plan. 
 
Rhona Carson 
President 
Newtown Residents’ Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


