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Submission on: Dog Policy  

Introduction  
The Newtown Residents’ Association appreciates the opportunity to have a say on the draft 

Dog Policy.  

Our Newtown Residents' Association represents the suburbs of Newtown, Berhampore, Mt 

Cook and parts of Melrose (total population 21,324 in the 2013 census).  We are an active 

local group of residents and business people, concerned with maintaining and improving our 

suburb’s liveability and connectedness.  Since 1885, Newtown locals have acted collectively 

to make our community a thriving, diverse, great place to live. Our organisation became an 

Incorporated Society in July 1963.   We care passionately about the design and function of 

our urban, social, cultural and natural environments. The Association is one of the threads 

that ties these southern suburbs together as a community.  

Views of the Association were gathered at the monthly meeting on 18 April 2016 and by 

email, and this submission reflects the collective discussions.  The submission draft was 

also circulated to the Association executive committee for comment and confirmation.  

The Newtown Residents’ Association would like to be heard in support of this submission.  

 
Submission on proposed Dog Policy 
 
1. Proposed changes to dog exercise areas. 
We strongly agree with the proposed changes to dog exercise areas, apart from one small 

change to the off-leash track to Vice Regal North.  In our area we support: 

 The new dog exercise area off Finnimore Terrace 

 The off-leash pathway link between the dog exercise area in Hataitai Park and the bike 

skills area,  

 The off leash pathway link from the top of Owen Street to Vice Regal dog exercise area.  

However, we ask for the off leash pathway to begin just beyond the junction of the two 
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paths rather than at the top of Owen Street.  The first part is shared with the pathway to 

a playground and on to Coromandel St, which is used by families with children and 

others who may not wish to meet off leash dogs.  Also, there are currently problems 

with dogs let off the leash too early running through neighbouring gardens and being 

slow to respond to the owners calling them.  One of these properties at the top of Owen 

Street currently has chickens that have been bothered by the dogs (for amended 

configuration refer attached marked-up aerial photograph).  

 Designated dog off leash tracks are a welcome initiative for locals to train and exercise 

their dogs.  When many dog owners in our area take their dogs for walks such as in the 

Town Belt, it is as much for their own exercise, health and well-being as it is for the 

dogs.  In addition, it is important for a dog’s health and wellbeing to have opportunities 

where they can run freely and behave naturally.  The result is happier, more contented, 

better socialised and healthier dogs.  We suggest that tracks where dogs are allowed off 

leash are clearly marked so that people are fully aware that they may meet a dog off 

leash, with alternative tracks in the same locale sign posted for people who do not want 

to meet a dog off leash. 

 

We also strongly support: 

 The proposal for a fenced dog exercise area at Russell Terrace.  Some dogs can only 

be exercised in fenced areas and the nearest one is Cog Park in Evans Bay, which is 

too far to reach on foot from Newtown  

 Allowing dogs to use side-lines of sportsfields when they are not being used for sport  

 Proposed changes to beach exercise areas 

 The proposal that the southern end of Island Bay beach is an off-leash area.  The coast 

from Lyall Bay to Island Bay are our ‘local’ beaches.  For dogs, especially those who 

enjoy water, the Lyall Bay and Island Bay off leash areas are invaluable.  

 Proposed changes to the times that some dog exercise areas can be used by dogs (so 

that dogs can use these areas between 10am to 7pm from 1 December till 1 March).  

 

2. Proposal to not allow dogs to be tied up and left unattended in a public place 
(5.3.3) 

We submit that there are times when dogs should be able to be left tied up but unattended 

in a public place for a short time.  Owners who know that their dog’s temperament is safe to 

be tied up and left for a short time benefit from being able to take their dogs on errands, 

which helps keep the dogs socialised and exercised.  Our community has a village 

atmosphere and we submit that people continue to be able to stop at the Newtown 

Postshop, banks, supermarkets, shops or other business premises during a walk and leave 
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a dog tied up for a short time. Dog owners report that conversations often start around 

interactions between the public and a tied up dog, much more so than when you simply walk 

your dog in public.  Of value is the interaction between a dog owner and children about how 

to approach and interact with a dog.  This community connectivity benefits more than the 

dog and their owner; it helps break down social isolation.   

 

3. Suggestions for additional dog exercise areas. 
We would like to see some additions to dog exercise areas in Newtown.  Housing in our 

area is intensifying which is likely to mean more people with dogs who will need places to 

exercise their pets.  Please see the attached marked-up aerial photographs for our 

recommended additional dog exercise areas.  These are: 

 

1. New designated off leash track from dog exercise 11 Owen Street Park at the corner 

of Manchester and Owen Streets (opposite the zoo) up the hill to the reservoir/pine 

covered area north of and below Truby King House and Garden.  As well as offering a 

more extended dog exercise experience for both dogs and their walkers, one of our 

members sees the gravel driveway with its restricted vehicle access an opportunity for 

mountain bike based dog exercising.  This offers exercise, bonding and obedience 

training for very energetic dogs who love to run faster than the more usual exercise 

opportunities the urban area allows.  

  

2. New track linking the dog exercise area at the top of Mein Street with the Vice Regal 

dog exercise area. This simple initiative increases the usefulness of these two existing 

dog exercise areas considerably.  It makes a meaningful off leash journey possible, 

which is good for the mental and physical well-being of both owners and dogs. 
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Property boundaries, 20m Contours, road names, rail line, address & title points sourced from Land Information
NZ. Crown Copyright reserved.   Property boundaries accuracy: +/-1m in urban areas, +/-30m in rural areas.
Census data sourced from Statistics NZ.  Postcodes sourced from NZ Post.
Assets, contours, water and drainage information shown is approximate and must not be used for detailed
engineering design.
Other data has been compiled from a variety of sources and its accuracy may vary, but is generally +/- 1m.
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Revised start to proposed off-leash track to Vice Regal North
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Suggested new track  linking two existing dog exercise areas and extending 
opportunity for exercise. 
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