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MINUTES of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Newtown Residents’ Association held at 
Newtown Hall, Daniell Street, on Monday 15

th
 September 2014 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Ken Allen, Rhona Carson, Carol Comber, Steve Cosgrove, James Coyle, Steve Dunn, Peter 
Frater, Ryan Kerr, Tom Law, Kevin Lethbridge, Martin Hanley, Don Mackay, James Patrick (Police), Claire 
Pettigrew, Stephen Pritchard, Cheryl Robilliard, Jonathon Sharp (Newtown Community Constable), 
Andrew Turquet, Kate Zwartz.  Apologies for arriving late (attending meeting with WCC): Jeanie 
McCafferty, Tom Law, Bernie Harris  
 
Apologies: Neville Carson, Anna Kemble Welch, Keith Powell, Daphne Pilaar, Laura Newcombe. 
 
Minutes of the NRA AGM 2013 were not available at the meeting.  They had been circulated previously, 
amended following feedback, and are available on the NRA website. 
 
Matters arising:  Martin noted that for many years the Laura Rosier History Book and the Wellington 
South Licensing Trust History had been ‘matters arising’.  He outlined the history of the Laura Rosier 
project and reported that after several delays the final draft was ready for editing and should be launched 
in November.  The WSLT interviews have been done. 
 
President’s report: Martin Hanley’s computer had frozen and so his prepared report was not available.  
The report and a summary will be posted on the website.  He gave a brief verbal report of some of the 
main issues for NRA 2013/14:  

• The WCC Transport Spine submission in November;  

• The Basin Reserve flyover hearings, in partnership with the Architecture Centre  and funded by 
the Environmental Legal Assistance Fund (following the agreement that the hearings would be at 
no cost to the NRA) and the success in halting the project;  

• The ongoing cycleway proposals; 
• The success in negotiating with WCC to fund a fence for the Russell Terrace basketball court, 

which was opened during the Festival in March. 
Two new pieces of news: Newtown New World Supermarket is to host a mobility scooter for local use, 
and the Truby King hospital is for sale (in spite of being ‘red stickered’ as an earthquake risk).   

 
Martin told the meeting that he had realised that he did not have enough time to devote to being the NRA 
President as well as his other roles, and he would not be standing again this year.  
 
Treasurer’s report:  Peter Frater noted that he has said in the past that he would continue as Treasurer 
until he had got the accounts in order. He feels that this has now been achieved. He is willing to continue 
for the next year but will want to pass on the role at the next AGM.  
 
Peter summarised the audited accounts that were tabled and circulated. In the 2012/13 year the 
Association made a loss, this year it has recovered and made a profit.  This is due to the Newtown 
Festival being on a stronger financial footing with increased funding from Wellington City Council, 
increased sponsorship, and increased stallholder income.  This year a number of 2015 stall booking 
payments came in before the end of the financial year, recorded as ’income in advance’ in the accounts.  
This has continued, meaning that the Festival has a buffer to make necessary advance payments without 
having to call on reserves. 
 
There has not yet been a change to the accounting software used by the NRA.  The preference is to move 
to a web-based version of MYOB, which would cost a dollar a day. 
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Moved: that the NRA invest in the MYOB software, with a maximum expenditure of $500 without further 
approval.  (R Carson / S Cosgrove) Carried. 
  
Moved: that the audited accounts be approved by the meeting (P Frater / S Cosgrove) Carried. 
 
Appointment of auditor:  Moved: Re-appoint Noel Sulzberger as auditor (P Frater / S Dunn) Carried. 
 
 
Festival report:   
The 2014 festival was a success. On Fair Day there were more stages, performers and stalls than ever 
before. In May the Festival was a finalist in the Wellington Gold Awards. 
 
Planning is well underway for 2015. Currently the Festival committee is preparing budgets.  
 
There have been a number of discussions about the possibility of forming a Trust to run the Festival, with 
the thought that issues of governance and management would be more straightforward and the risk would 
be lifted from the NRA. 
 
Moved:  That the Festival Committee explore the options for forming a Trust. (P Frater/ S. Cosgrove) 
Carried. 
    
 
Election of Officers and the Executive Committee:  
 
The following nominations were the only ones received, and the positions were elected unopposed.  

• President: Claire Pettigrew 
• Vice–presidents: Jeanie McCafferty, Kate Zwartz and James Coyle  
• Immediate Past President:  Martin Hanley 

• Treasurer: Peter Frater  
• Secretary:  Rhona Carson 

• Executive Committee members (9):  Ken Allen,  Carol Comber,  Steve Cosgrove , Steve Dunn, 
Ryan Kerr, Kevin Lethbridge (Membership),  Laura Newcombe,  Daphne Pilaar, Cheryl Robilliard 

 
Kate proposed and James seconded a vote of thanks to Martin for all his work as President.  Carried with 
acclamation.   
The meeting welcomed Claire, who is the youngest NRA President and the only woman since Annabel 
Taylor in the 1980s. 
 
Newtown Festival Appointments: 
 
Moved:  That Martin Hanley be appointed Festival Director (D Mackay / T Law) Carried.. 
Newtown Festival Committee:  Anna Kemble Welch, Tom Law, James Coyle, Rhona Carson, Keith 
Powell Moved (M Hanley / P Frater) carried.  The Committee has the power to co-opt as necessary. 
Newtown Festival Review Team:  Steve Dunn, Peter Frater, with authority to co-opt. Moved (D Mackay / 
K Lethbridge) Carried. 

Newtown Festival authority:  The AGM empowers the Director to manage the Festival budget and to 

make payments and funding applications for aspects of the event. The AGM also resolves that the 

detailed Festival Operating Budget (which identifies all costs and likely income) is subject to final 
confirmation by the executive with an email “paper” trail before it is implemented [ in November / 

December ]  Then again in early February as the event approaches the Executive re-authorises by email 
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the updated budget circulated by the Festival Director – matching event scope to actual income, 

compared in a summary table mapped against the expected income outlined in the earlier operating 
budget.  Approval is on a ‘break even’ basis.  Philanthropic Trust applications are similarly subject to final 
confirmation by the executive, done by email before they are submitted Moved ( M Hanley / T Law) and 
carried. 

Other business 
 
Traffic problems: Andrew raised an issue with the traffic snarl-ups on Saturdays caused by the market in 
the school grounds.  A group of Owen Street residents are unhappy with this.  They have also made a 
submission to Council for increased resident’s parking in their street.  There was general discussion about  
whether the market is the main or only cause or whether the weekend traffic congestion would be a 
problem regardless.  Martin has a meeting scheduled with the WCC officer responsible, the street 
activities officer, and will raise it with her. 
 
WCC Long Term Plan:  Tom reported briefly on the meeting between representatives of the Federation 
of Resident and Progressive Associations and the WCC which was held earlier the same evening – 15/9.  
The Council has commitments for their ‘core business’, but has some discretionary funds and is interested 
in hearing from local communities about their priorities.  There will be local meetings for consultation, but 
the details are not yet known. 
 
A more comprehensive report on this meeting will be circulated to NRA members in the near future. 
 
    
Meeting closed at 9.45pm 
 
Minutes: Rhona Carson   
 


