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1. What is it about Truby King Park that makes it important to the community now? 
2. What is working well and why? 
3. What would you like to see improved and why? 
4. And how would you prioritise these improvements and why? 
 

Comments 
This hidden gem is a walking destination much loved by many Newtown residents. From here we are a 
suburb with fantastic sea views. 
 
The House: 
During the past several years the Truby King House and Garden Trust has come to the conclusion that 
the House could have a successful further career as a “boutique” conference centre for use by smallish 
groups. The proximity to the airport suggests a potential market where users might have flown into 
Wellington for a one day meeting. 
 
The Trust would welcome a partnership with WCC and individuals who might have an interest in 
contributing to this project. There will be quite a lot of work involved in bringing such a project to fruition. 
Wheelchair access to the building will have to be carefully integrated into the landscape. 
 
One of the perennial problems facing the Trustees of historic monuments of various sorts is the challenge 
of adapting those historic places for which they have accepted responsibility, to a use by which those 
structures can be put to productive use and generate sufficient income to pay for their continuing 
maintenance without detracting from their essential historical heritage values. 
 
Kitchen and toilet amenities will need to be carefully designed 
 
The Garden: 
The garden around the house is one of the largely unknown delights of Wellington and is a very real 
source of pleasure to the passing parade of people who make the effort to walk from the Town Belt or up 
the drive and then wander along the paths to enjoy the spectacular views and the variety of plants Sir 
Truby and Lady Isabella King established many years ago. 
 
The sense of aged semi-ruin is one of the delights. Managing this with juxtaposition with thriving plantings 
tended and maintained to a very high standard by the City Council’s Parks staff. 
 
Seismic strengthening the brickwork 
Reinstating some of the long lost timber pergolas 
Establishing more meandering pathways along the slopes 
Seating and picnic spots 
Descriptive historic displays 
Look out landmark signage 
 
Outreach: 
New tracks and replica structures connecting the reserve to the Zoo via the Town Belt to encourage 
walkers to visit both. All of Wellington know where the Zoo is, few realise just nearby is this nationally 
significant hilltop estate. 
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